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OUR 

work is 

CARING 


MOST CLERGY WOULD LIKE THE OPPORTUNITY TO RELAX WHEN THE TIME COMES 
TO RETIRE. BUT IT IS NOT ALWAYS SO EASY.... 

The Church of England Pensions Board offers support to its more 
elderly pensioners, including clergy widows and Church workers 
retired from the stipendiary ministry, who, because of age or infirmi- 
ty need sheltered accommodation and some special care. 

This we are able to give in our 10 residential and nursing homes, of- 
fering security and peace of mind at a time of life when it is most 
needed, and where problems encountered in everyday activities such 
as eating, dressing and bathing are eased by the caring support of 
our dedicated staff. 

A further home is scheduled for completion during 1991, but in order 
to cope with the growing number of our pensioners we must con- 
tinue this much needed work. 

We rely on support from donations, deeds of covenant and legacies. 

PLEASE HELP US TO GIVE A LITTLE EXTRA CARE. 

For more details about ways to help, forms of words for inclusion 
in a will, or more information on the board's work, please write to: 


THE SECRETARY 

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND PENSIONS BOARD 
Department TD 
7 Little College Street 
London SW1P 3SF 
Reg. Charity 236627 




I a To: Th* Swretary, The Church of Fnglond 

i Board, Department TD 
To. No7 Little Collage St, Westminster, 
London SW1P35F 

I enclose my gift of C 


I 
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Name 


Address 


PLEASE SEND ME 

□ a Bankers Order form 

□ a form of Covenant 

□ more details of your 
charitable work 

□ a form of words for a Legacy 

□ a form of gift of Property 
Tick appropriate boxes) 


I 

I 

I 

I 

J 


Tidings 
of joy 

— as the barriers to 
freedom fall in Berlin 

For he is our peace, who has made us both one, and 
has broken down the dividing wall of hostility ... And 
he came and preached peace to you who were far off, 
and peace to those who were near; for through him 
we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 

So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, 
but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members 
of the household of God, built upon the foundation of 
the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being 
the chief cornerstone, in whom the whole structure is 
joined together and grows into a holy temple in the 
Lord; in whom you are also built into it for a dwelling 
place of God in the spirit. 

Ephesians 2 v 14-22 
( Revised Standard Version) 


Inside The DOOR 


God in the life of the homeless p2 

Are you starry-eyed at Christmas? p6 

Unpacking the crib p8 

Profile of the Diocese’s smartest parish pl5 


Photographer at the Berlin Wall: David Crump. 


village^ 

TheWorld Shop ^ 

WHERE TO SHOP FOR CARPETS AND RUGS, 
HOME AND LIVING ACCESSORIES, 
FROM COMMUNITY CO-OPS 
IN AFRICA • ASIA • SOUTH AMERICA 

One Village The World Shop 



On the A34 in Woodstock-Oxford 
In the Regent Arcade, Cheltenham 
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WHITE 

ROLLS ROYCE 
FOR HIRE 

For weddings and any 
special occasions. 

For details telephone: 

OXFORD 
0865 864621 


ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER 

Required at St Mary the 
Virgin, Silchester. Weekly . 
Sung Eucharist (ASB) and 
choir practice, occasional 
other Services. Young, 
enthusiastic choir, RSCM 
affiliated. 2-manual tracker 
organ. Salary £775 plus fees. 

Deputies available. 
Enquiries to Rector, 
Revd David McKeeman 
(0734) 700322 


Geoffrey Harding 

Silversmith and Goldsmith 

Handwrought Wares for every occasion 
Original Designs 

Special Commissions undertaken 

STEVENTON, OXON. 
TELEPHONE: ABINGDON 831371 



Always there al the end of the line 


IT’S THE 

EXCITING WORLD 
OF SATELLITE TV! 

Please telephone for a 
FREE Site Survey 

MASTEX 

(0734) 597380 or (0831) 405279 
or (0860) 745063 

The revolutionary concept of receiving pictures 
from outer space is going to have a profound 
effect on everyone on Earth. Be there at the 
beginning . . . just give us a call for your 

★ FREE SITE SURVEY 

★ FREE HOME DEMO 

★ SKY SYSTEMS 
AVAILBLE 

+ MOTORISED 
SYSTEMS 
AVAILABLE 

9 SOUTH COURT PARADE, SOUTHCOTE, READING 



Clinging to hope itself 


Some people are blind to 
the problem of home- 
lessness, not because they 
are uncaring but because 
they are genuinely 
unaware that the problem 
exists. But it does — and 
there are hundreds of 
single people on endless 
council waiting-lists in 
our own Diocese, where 
the wait may be literally 
years long. 

The problem is getting 
worse, because people are 
moving into the area in 
search of jobs only to 
discover they can’t find 
anywhere to live. Once this 
happens, they can get into 




• England, 1989. This is ‘home’ for two teenagers. 


v lift of:,. 

The homeless 


hopeless downward spiral. 

The following are extracts 
from conversations with 
young people in Reading, 
most of whom have ex- 
perienced a desperate hous- 
ing situation. Often, the 
background to it is a family 
disagreement. Some have 
experienced rejection 
because they are black, or 
because they are a single 
parent. Others have turned to 
petty crime to survive. 

Yet, despite loneliness, 
frustration and lack of 
money, it was surprising to 
find that they still asked God 
for support and comfort. As 
one young woman put it. 
“When you are really down, 
the one thing you can 
hopefully cling to is hope 
itself.” 

Lisa: 

“I tried to find somewhere 
to live, but couldn’t because 
everyone wanted a deposit. 

I stayed round a friend’s 
place for ages, but then I 
found a really dingy little 
room. I had to pay £35 a 
week. It was advertised as a 
bedsit, but it was just a room 
in a shared house: damp on 
the ceiling, and damp on the 
walls. I got sad, and cried at 
times. I think I prayed 
sometimes, because I had no- 
one to talk to. In the end I 
went back to my mum’s. 
Then she chucked me out, 
and I got into a hostel arrang- 
ed by a social worker.” 


Her friend: 

“My social worker got me 
into a hostel, because my 
mum and I didn’t get on. 
There are four people in each 
room and if you don’t get on 
with them you feel lonely, 
and can’t talk to them. At 
times like that I thought of 
God. I wish my mother had 
never kicked me out. I’ve 
been to church at various 
times, and I do pray to God 
each night because I do 
believe in him. I pray for 
forgiveness for upsetting my 
mum, for hurting her, and 
hope she will understand 
why. I also pray that He will 
forgive her. She’s not cruel 
really, but she’s got her 
reasons. I just find it more 
easy to talk to God, because 
there’s no-one to answer 
back.” 

Shane, Mark and v 
Stuart, on 
probation: 

“God created us, so we’re 
supposed to be like Him. But 
a whole lot of wars have 
been fought over religion, 
haven’t they? he might come 
back in the year 2000 and 
save us, and if He does I’ll 
give him a pat on the back — 
but until then it’s difficult to 
believe in Him. 

“It seems to me that the 
Church is condescending in 
trying to do something about 
homelessness. There’s hun- 
dreds of organisations trying 
to do something about it, so 


what makes the Church so 
special. 

“Churches are lying emp- 
ty at night whilst people 
sleep out in cardboard boxes. 
When I leave here I’ll be go- 
ing to a short-stay place 
which takes 14 people, and 
the whole thing is only as big 
as some of the rooms in the 
churches in Reading. 

“What about the 
Rastafarians who say Jesus 
was black? We’ve always 
got him up on the cross as a 
white geezer. So have you 
got one geezer going round 
for us, and another bloke for 
the blacks? 

“I think a housing associa- 
tion is a great idea, and 
whether it was supported by 
the Church or Tescos I don’t 
give a damn.” 

Jane, a battered 
wife: 

“I found myself in a 
woman’s refuge because I 
was in a violent marriage. 
No visitors were allowed, 
not even my mother. Then I 
want to a bed-and-breakfast 
and there was a guy upstairs 
who worked nights and, try- 
ing to keep a three-year-old 
quiet in the day was very dif- 
ficult. The council saw fit to 
move me to what they call- 
ed a halfway house, which in 
my area was a disused 
hospital, and my front room 
was the morgue, tiled in 
white. I was lonely after the 
children had gone to bed, but 
having my children was a 
help not a hindrance. It gave 
people a reason for talking to 
me. • 

“The Church could take 
away the stigma that you are 
bad because you are a single 
parent. They could organise 
something over Christmas. If 
the Church really knew its 


parishioners, they would 
know which ones to help. 
Anyone who says they have 
never turned to God when 
they were in bad trouble is 
lying. All anyone can really 
do is put pressure on the 
government, not just at 
Christmas when everyone 
opens up their soup kitchens 
and doors. It’s everyone’s 
basic right to have a decent 
roof over their head.” 

Joseph, a sixth 
former: 

“It’s not up to God to pro- 
vide you with a home, 
because he has given us a 
home and we’ve ruined it. 
We’ve got free will and if we 
want to build houses we’ve 
got the money to do it. Just 
because there is suffering in 
the world it doesn’t mean 
that there is no God.” 

Dawn, a young 
West Indian 
woman: 

“When you ring up for a 
room the landlord sounds 
very enthusiastic. Then, 
when you get there they take 
one look at your black face 
and they are so shocked they 
say the room has gone. If 
you’re a woman it’s even 
worse. To get accommoda- 
tion with a housing associa- 
tion you have to be pregnant. 
But how can you look after 
a baby at sixteen, when you 
can’t even look after 
yourself? 

“I’m not a Christian, but 
I do believe in God. Every 
day I praise him for helping 
me to get through another 
day. When I first left home 
I had to sleep on the street for 
two days. The police kept 
asking me where I was go- 
ing, and I said I was on my 
way home. But I had no 
home to go to.” 


Introduction and 
interviews by Roy 
Burgess, a senior 
youth and commu- 
nity worker for 
Berkshire. He 
wants to thank all 
those who talked 
to him and asks 
that after reading 
this you pray 
about it and then 
go out and do 
something about it 
“so that they can 
see that the 
Church really does 
care about them ’ ’. 



• Nowhere much to go . . . Photos: Frank Blackwell 
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Early start on pioneer church 


MILTON Keynes should have its Cor- 
nerstone by mid-1991. Contractors have 
been appointed, and work will begin on 
the city’s new church early in the New 
Year. When completed it will be the first 
ecumenical city church in the United 
Kingdom. 

Describing the early start as “very 
good news indeed” the Bishop of Buck- 
ingham, the Rt Revd Simon Burrows, 
paid tribute to the work of the churches 
and the appeal committee — who have 
already raised or had pledged £2.2 
million of the £3 million target to com- 
plete the work. 

More money is still needed, but Milton 


Keynes MP Mr Bill Benyon, who is 
chairman of the appeal, said that he 
believed there would be even more sup- 
port now that building work was about 
to begin. “We now look to local people 
to help us raise the final £800,000 that 
we need to reach our target,” he said. 

The Church of Christ the Cornerstone 
will be the focal point of a square at the 
centre of the commercial and ad- 
ministrative centre of the city, and 
Bishop Simon particularly welcomed 
this. “At the heart of the city there will 
be a soul,” he said; it would bring the 
tranquility of a place of worship to the 
very heart of a thriving city. 


The church will be jointly owned by 
the major Christian denominations 
which include the Anglican, Baptist, 
Methodist, Roman Catholic and United 
Reformed Churches. Its physical shape 
reflects that unity: the dome, which will 
rise to more than a hundred feet, will be 
a vertical landmark in an otherwise- 
horizontal city. 

The church will have a threefold role, 
as an ecumenical parish church for the 
population of central Milton Keynes; as 
a place of worship and meeting for 
visitors to the city; and as a place of wor- 
ship, celebration and meeting for the city 
and borough as a whole. 


£lm appeal launched 


for Cuddesdon 


Bishop rewards choristers 
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Young choristers from all over the Diocese attended an award ceremony at Christ Church 
Cathedral on November 4, when the Rt Revd Richard Harries presented them with their Bishop 
of Oxford Chorister Awards during Sung Evensong. The choristers who have passed the highest 
Royal School of Church Music examination will now be entitled to wear special medals when 
they sing in church choirs. Photo: Christopher Love. 


OBITUARY 


THE Duchess of Kent, as 
Patron, launched a £1 million 
appeal for Ripon College Cud- 
desdon, the Oxford theological 
college, in October. The launch 
took place at a reception in 
Lambeth Palace, hosted by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and 
attended by over 160 other dis- 
tinguished people from the City 
and the Diocese of Oxford. 

The Archbishop of Canter- 


Miss Judy 
Hutchinson 

JUDY died sadly and suddenly 
on holiday in Cyprus on October 
28, leaving a gap in many lives 
which will be hard to fill. 

She spent her early years in 
Christ Church, where her father 
was Treasurer and, after a life 
of travel and public service, 
came to live in her lovely house 
at Sarsden, Chipping Norton 
during her final but only very 
recently ‘declining’ years. 

People from every department 
of Oxfordshire life enjoyed her 
hospitality there, and the Coun- 
ty recognised her selfless service 
when she was appointed a Dep- 
uty Lieutenant. She also served 
for a year as High Sheriff. 

The Diocese has reason to be 
most grateful to her for her in- 
vigorating chairmanship of the 
Oxfordshire Historic Churches 
Trust which has contributed 
over £160,000 in grants to hard- 
pressed parishes. 

Generous in praise of others 
she never expected any thanks 
for herself. She was held in deep 
affection by all who worked 
with her. 


bury, a former principal of Cud- 
desdon College, spoke strongly 
in favour of the appeal. He em- 
phasised the important part that 
the College has played in train- 
ing clergy in the past. He also 
spoke of the way in which the 
present College was pioneering 
new patterns of training in Col- 
lege and at its base in Sheffield. 

The College, which numbers 
Michael Ramsey and the current 


Circumstances prevented PG 
from being ordained early in his 
life. For many years he was a 
probation officer in Birmingham 
and later in the Isle of Man, 
combining his duties there with 
those of Youth Officer for the 
Island. He later joined the 
Children’s Department in 
Oxford. 

Bishop Kenneth Kirk, the then 
Bishop of Oxford, sponsored 
P.G. for ordination training at 
the Worcester Ordination 
Course. He was ordained in 
1955, serving curacies at 
Stokenchurch and Wooburn 
Green. 

His great interest and love was 
working with children and 
young people, which may have 
contributed to his seeming to be 
so much younger than his years. 

During his ministry he serv- 
ed on several diocesan, deanery 
and local committees which in- 
cluded the chairmanship of the 
Spendlove Adult Education 
Centre in Charlbury. 

He made many lasting friend- 
ships through casual contacts 
with peple who were not con- 
nected with the Church. In all 
this, as through his whole life, 
he radiated a lively and living 
faith, which will always be 
remembered by his friends. 

Canon Hedley Ringrose 


Archbishop of York among its 
former members, needs the 
funds to build married accom- 
modation. Increasing numbers 
of students training for ordina- 
tion are married with families, 
and there is a severe shortage of 
suitable accommodation for 
them in the Oxford area. But 
£200,000 has so far been rais- 
ed, and the building has already 
begun. 

The Principal of Ripon Col- 
lege Cuddesdon, Canon John 
Garton, said: “We are appeal- 
ing to the whole church and the 
Appeal is not simply for a build- 
ing, but to ensure that the Col- 
lege is able to continue its task 
of training men and women for 
Christian ministry.’’ 

Prayers 
for unity 

THE Week of Prayer for Chris- 
tian Unity, 1990 — “United In 
The Prayer of Christ’’: 

The material for this year’s 
observance was prepared by an 
ecumenical committee in Spain. 
They based their proposals on 
the outstanding ‘unity’ passage, 
John 17, which has, however, 
never before been used as theme 
for the Week. 

For Christians in our islands 
it is particularly suitable to join 
together in meditation, study and 
worship using this passage in 
1990 when we come face to face 
with consequences of choices 
arising from the “Not Strangers 
But Pilgrims’’ process. The new 
ecumenical bodies are being in- 
augurated in September. 

Once again, the Standing 
Conference on Unity in Prayer 
presents a selection of materials 
for use either January 18-25, 
during Lent, or the Pentecost 
season or other convenient time. 

The 16-page booklet contains 
readings and prayers for use at 
home or in small groups. Copies 
are available from the BCC, 
35-41 Lower Marsh, London 
SE1 7EL price £13 for 100 
booklets, £8 for 50, £1 .75 for 10 
and 40p for single copies. 

Justice tomorrow 

MARCH 2 is the date of the next 
Woman’s World Day of Prayer. 
The 1990 service has been 
prepared by the women of 
Czechoslovakia. 


John Crisp: 

WHEN John Crisp was inter- 
viewed by a bishop for his first 
living at St Mark’s, Marylebone 
Road he was asked “What is 
your special gift?’’ to which he 
replied simply, “I have none, 
but I will visit people.’* To- 
gether with his prayer and ob- 
vious humanity, his visiting was 
the key to his success in the 
ministry. 

He was a Catholic-without- 
lace but full of evangelical zeal. 
He had a remarkable boundless 
zest and energy even though all 
his life he was nagged by suf- 
fering. “If you don’t enjoy your 
religion, there’s something 
wrong with it,’’ he used to say. 
And oh how he loved those 
parish holidays he organised. 
Truly an ecclesiastical Billy 
Butlin. 

A life-long Christian Socialist, 
he would remind the rich man 
to share some of his good things 
with the poor for he had a very 
special place in his heart for the 
unloved, the downtrodden and 
the deprived. His opponents 
may have found him infuriating 
but they probably still admired 


man of God 

him for as one Botley parish- 
ioner put it “John has been 
amongst us a sign and a saint. 
An inspiring, loveable, exasper- 
ating, prayerful challenging man 
of God.’’ Canon Derek Price 


Inter-faith 

THE Sir Sigmund Sternberg 
Award for outstanding services 
to inter-faith relationships was 
presented to the Bishop of Ox- 
ford, the Rt Revd Richard Har- 
ries, by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury at Lambeth Palace 
on November 2. 

Each year, the winner of the 
award is chosen by the Joint 
Presidents of the Council of 
Christians and Jews and it is 
always given to those who have 
made a distinguished contribu- 
tion to inter-faith matters. 
Previous recipients have includ- 
ed Lord Coggan, Bishop 
Mahon, Rabbi Hugo Gryn and 
Dr Elizabeth Maxwell. 

Green issues 

LORD Blanch, a former Arch- 
bishop of York, is to be the 
opening speaker at a new Cot- 
tesloe Christian Training Pro- 
gramme course on green issues. 

The seven-session course, 
which will be held at North 
Marston Village Hall on Thurs- 
day evenings, will start on 
January 24 and will focus on 
“green’’ problems and what the 
Church thinks about them. 

Other speakers will include 
the Revd Peter Bugg, on the 
management of churchyards and 
Colin Wright on farming today. 

Details from the Revd Judy 
Rees, 115 Weston Road, Great 
Horwood, Bucks MK 17 0QR. 
Tel: 029671 3603. 


For Helen House 

A prisoner on a life sentence 
took 300 hours to complete the 
animal illustrations for a calen- 
dar which will benefit Helen 
House, the Oxford hospice for 
children. The calendar costs £6 
plus £1.90 postage from Helen 
House, 37 Leopold Street, Ox- 
ford OX4 1QT. 


Woman priest 
to lead MOW 

A WOMAN priest has been 
elected as the new leader of the 
Oxford Diocesan Branch of the 
Movement for the Ordination of 
Woman (MOW). She is the 
Revd Dr Susan Cole King, who 
was ordained as a priest in 1987 
in the Diocese of New York by 
the Suffragan Bishop of New 
York and two bishops of the 
Church England. 

Dr King, whose election took 
place at MOW’s recent annual 
general meeting in Milton 
Keynes, came to the Oxford 
Diocese in 1988 and now works 
in the Dorchester team ministry. 
She is also chairman for the 
Diocese’s branch of Christian 
Concern for One World. The 
new Executive Secretary of 
MOW’s Oxford Diocese Branch 
is the Revd Peter Judd, Vicar of 
Iffley. 

At the meeting, MOW mem- 
bers were told that they belong- 
ed to an organisation which 
hoped to be able to disband after 
the next few years, but mean- 
while there was a great deal of 
work to be done in raising the 
issue at all levels in the Church. 

A presentation of a new 
translation of the Bible was 
made to the retiring chairman, 
Penney Naim and she was 
thanked for her leadership dur- 
ing the last five years. 

Cycle ride 

MORE cyclists than ever took 
to the roads for the 1989 Ox- 
fordshire Historic Churches 
Trust’s sponsored cycle ride on 
September 9. 

The money raised will go 
towards the maintenance of old 
and historic churches of dif- 
ferent denominations. To date 
over £35,000 has come in, and 
it is hoped that last year’s total 
of £50,000 will be exceeded. 

Berkshire have raised £12,000 
to date and more is coming in. 
Their heroine was a lady aged 
86 who managed to visit six 
churches on her bike. While in 
Oxfordshire Robin Lancashire, 
a server at St Mary’s Wheatley, 
broke all records by getting 
around 64 in the allotted eight 
hours. 


Frank Weston 


GLOBAL WINDOW 


JOHN MADELEY 


Caring for Creation — and People 


OVER 200 Christians from all over the south 
of England and beyond came to Greyfriar’s 
Church in Reading, on a Saturday in October, 
for a conference: “Caring for God’s world’’ 
— to examine the Christian approach to the 
environmental problems of today. 

Biblical scholar John Stott gave a scriptural 
exposition of why these issues are a matter for 
Christians. God created the world: it is His 
world, everything in it is His. He is the 
creator, we are the caretakers. 

“God is concerned with the conservation of 
his creation,” he said, “and we have the enor- 
mous privilege of caring for His world. God 
has delegated to us that task, he has humbl- 
ed himself to make a partnership with us 
necessary, and made us co- workers with 
Him.” . 

Other speakers told us of the need to repent 
of the violence we have done to God’s earth. 
And it was the countries of the industrial 
north that were doing most of the damage, 
and who were chiefly responsible for the war- 
ming of the atmosphere and the “greenhouse 
effect”. 

Professor Sam Berry of University College, 


London, included in his talk a telling statistic. 
North America and Europe, he said, “with 
only eight per cent of the world’s people, are * 
responsible for three-quarters of carbon diox- 
ide emission.” Such emissions account for 
around half the gases which are causing global 
warming. 

It is clear that while we in the North are 
responsible for most of the warming, the peo- 
ple of the southern hemisphere will pay the 
highest price. 

Ron Elsdon, of University College Dublin, 
said that global warming could mean that the 
polar ice caps would melt, melted ice flow into 
the oceans, and sea levels rise, leading to 
widespread flooding. Low-lying countries such 
as Bangladesh and Egypt would be especial- 
ly badly hit. Millions could be flooded out of 
their homes. 

The rich north is therefore causing most of 
the problem, while the much poorer south will 
foot the bill. It is our lifestyles, our industrial 
activity, that is leading to catastrophe for 
millions. Which would seem to lay on us a 
responsibility that we have barely begun to 
think out ... 


We know what our high use of resources 
is doing to God’s world and His people. Are 
we prepared to change? 

Some 15 years ago the then Dean of Bristol, 
Horace Dammers, began the “Lifestyle Move- 
ment” and urged us to “live simply that all 
may simply live”. Like those people in a story 
that Jesus told, we made excuses. We said we 
couldn’t see much connection between us liv- 
ing any better. Now, however, we can see the 
connection. 

Cutting down on our use of energy, both 
personally and nationally, could offset the 
greenhouse effect. We could start by examin- 
ing our own use of energy, and also ask 
whether we are satisfied with government 
policies to conserve energy. 

The Incarnation tells us: God is with us. As 
we celebrate His birth and appearance in 
human flesh this Christmas time, we might 
reflect that He is with us as we care for the 
world that He.created, nudging us on to care 
more deeply, crying to us from the presents, 
the tinsel and the wrapping paper, and leading 
us to where He wants us to be. 


OBITUARIES 


‘PG’ — friend 
of the young 

THE Reverend Percy George Smith (known as “P.G.’’), who v^as 
Vicar of Leafield with Ascot-under-Wychwood from 1959-87, died 
suddenly and peacefully in hospital on Sunday, November 5, at the 
age of 79 years. 
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WORD PROCESSING 
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PROGRAMMING COURSES 
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Absolute beginners welcome 
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(0628) 24729 
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Jane Coates Associates Ltd 
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MAIDENHEAD 


^ountrv ^ousins 

Employment Bureau 


Whether it's . . . 


HELP IN 
A CRISIS? 


. . . Care of the elderly and/or infirm in their own home 
. . . or looking after children or pets 
. . . or even house sitting/caretaking whilst owners are 
away 

... try Country Cousins 

Our temporary, "fn the home" caring service, 
established over 30 years, now has an office dedicated 
to serving this region. 

If you need help or would like to become a paid carer 
and utilise the skills you have gained raising your own 
family or caring for an elderly relative — 

THEN CONTACT US NOW 
0455 558858 (24 hour answering service) 
23a Church Street, Lutterworth, Leics LEI 7 



Something different 
from 


TO KALON 


Eve mirrors, student 
lamps, Victorian dolls 
pill boxes 


32 High Street, 
Wallingford 

Tel: Wallingford 
(0491) 25573 


VERY SHELTERED HOUSING 


LEIGHTON PARK, READING 


“ Security and safety in a beautiful setting 99 
An increasing number of older people are finding it difficult to 
manage their own homes, but do not wish to surrender their in- 
dependence. The concept of very Sheltered Housing has been 
developed by Retirement Security Ltd to give people full in- 
dependence but also sufficient services to enable them to stay in- 
dependent for the whole of their lives. 

Emmbrook Court has been designed to provide self-contained ac- 
commodation with a housekeeping service on the premises and on 
call 24 hours per day every day of the year. Individual domestic 
help is provided. 

There is a choice of apartments each with sitting room, kitchen, 
bathroom and one or two bedrooms, together with the use of a com- 
mon lounge and dining room and other facilities. 

Emmbrook Court is perfectly situated in a beautiful setting (Leighton 
Park) and close to shops and public transport. 

The Company has already established an impressive reputation in 
the field of sheltered housing. 

Saxon Court, one of our developments in Hove, was reported on 
the BBC Today Morning programme as being one of the best 
examples of good practice amongst sheltered housing schemes. 

Also, the National Film Board of Canada filmed at Kenet Court, 
Wokingham, having heard that it was one of the best developments 
for retired people in the London and Home Counties area. 

Further details and a brochure available from: 

PRICES FROM £98,500 

Mr L. Klein 
Regional Director 

Retirement Security Ltd Suf’pu'K'l H 

15 Boult Street ✓'■CL Nationwide 

Reading, RG1 4RD Anglia 

Tel: (0734) 503745 
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Room for everyone 


Henry Mayor speaks up 
for the ethnic minority 



Out in the cold? Or are we welcoming to all? 


There is a hidden treasure in the 
churches of our Diocese: the 
under-used skills of church- 
people from ethnic minorities. 

In a rural diocese like this 
one, where so many of the coun- 
try’s elite have their homes, it 
is easy to imagine that church- 
goers from ethnic minority 
groups are confined to the few 
large towns. However, this is 
not so. 

On a normal Sunday, one 
parish in three in the Diocese as 
a whole, including those in the 
most rural of our rural deaneries 
has some people worshipping in 
its churches whose ethnic origin 
is other than the United 
Kingdom or Ireland. Their 
origin might be Africa, Asia, the 
Caribbean, Europe or elsewhere 
but they amount to, more than 
one thousand churchgoers — 
enough to fill one very large ur- 
ban church, or ten small village 
ones. 

How do we know? In their 
Articles of Enquiry to parish 
priests and churchwardens last 
year, the Archdeacons asked a 
set of questions about the ethnic 
origin of those who belonged to 
the Church. Alongside white 
British people who form 97 per 
cent of churchgoers, the 
parishes noted: 

336 Caribbeans (the largest 
minority group in the Bucks and 
Berkshire Archdeaconries and in 
the Diocese as a whole); 

106 Africans 

235 Asian (concentrated main- 
ly in Oxfordshire); 

190 Europeans (other than UK 
and Irish); 

199 “others”. 

And these are not the Asians 
who belong to other faiths, nor 
the Caribbeans who attend 
Black-led churches, but just 
those who regard the Church of 
England as their spiritual home. 

I believe there are even more 
people actually linked with our 
Church than the figures show. 
Many parishes complained that 
there is no such thing as a “nor- 
mal” Sunday, and in any case 
it’s easy to overlook a person’s 
ethnic origin as one case known 
to me will show. 

The questionnaire completed 
by the vicar and wardens said 
that two Caribbeans were in 
church on a normal Sunday, and 
all the rest were of UK/Irish 
origin. The curate on the other 
hand reckoned there were four 
Asians, one Caribbean, three 
Europeans and six from other 
ethnic groups! 

Now we have some idea of 
where they are and who they 
are, what should the Diocese of 
Oxford be doing about it? For 
instance, we have chaplains and 
officers for people with special 
needs such as the deaf and for 
privileged people such as 
children at independent schools, 
so why not for ethnic minorities? 


But there is also a harder 
question: how can the Church 
make the best use of the talents 
of its ethnic minority members? 
For the figures in the replies to 
the Archdeacons’ Articles of En- 
quiry make it clear that at pre- 
sent we don’t. 

The answers to the questions 
about the ethnic origin of 
children in church, electoral roll 
members, and ‘church officials 
and workers’ (ie ordained and 
lay workers, licensed readers,, 
churchwardens, PCC members, 
Sunday School teachers, choir, 
servers, lesson readers and 
assistants with the chalice) 
showed that ethnic minority peo- 
ple are significantly less likely 
than other churchpeople to be on 
the electoral roll or to take an ac- 
tive part in church life. Out of 
all the churchgoers in the 


Diocese there are seven ‘church 
officials and workers’ for ever 
ten people at worship on a nor- 
mal Sunday, but for the ethnic 
minority it drops dramatically to 
three for every ten. 

The Archdeacons didn’t ask 
about the representation of peo- 
ple from ethnic minority groups 
on Deanery Synods, but it’s 
something we ought to know. If 
we ever want them to share 
power in the wider Church and 
to speak about their experiences 
in places where many will hear; 
if we ever want to see a propor- 
tionate number of ethnic minori- 
ty people elected to the General 
Synod: then this is the place to 
start. 

Only electoral roll members 
can be on PCCs or deanery 
synods, so what about a cam- 
paign to enfranchise the 400-odd 


ethnic minority regular chur- 
chgoers who are at present not 
on their electoral rolls? 

The figures contained in the 
reply to the Archdeacons’ ques- 
tions preseflt a challenge to 
every Deanery Synod in the 
Diocese and to every church 
with ethnic minority people in 
it’s congregation or indeed in its 
parish, to start asking questions 
about those under-used talents of 
our fellow Christians and en- 
couraging the use of them. 

Henry Mayor was , until 
recently , Community Chaplain 
at St Mary ’s Aylesbury where 
he spent much of his time work- 
ing with people from different 
ethnic groups. As a member of 
the Diocesan Board for Social 
Responsibility he helped to pro- 
duce the Multi-racial Face of 
the Diocese, a booklet asking 
churchpeople to reflect on the 
diversity of peoples in our three 
counties , and People for Race 
Relations, a report recommen- 
ding action by the Diocese. He 
has recently moved to be the in- 
cumbent in a multi-racial area 
of inner-city Manchester. 


Course in 
Spirituality 

A COURSE in spirituality 
for people wishing to deepen 
their prayer life begins in 
Oxfordshire early in the New 
Year. 

Called The Spiritual 
Journey , the course will run 
at The Abbey, Sutton 
Courtenay, starting on 
February 1 . It will be led by 
Bishop Stephen Verney, the 
Revd Susan Cole-King, the 
Revd Peter Dewey (vicar of 
Clifton Hampden), and 
Tessa Nind, a consultant 
with the Tavistock Institute. 

Susan Cole-King, the chief 
motivator behind the course, 
said that it was hoped to at- 
tract people who felt ge- 
nuinely drawn towards a 
deepening of their prayer 
life, and to developing skills 
for guiding others. 

The course will take up a 
day each week. The cost is 
£50 a term and the dates are 
February 1 to March 15, 
May 10- June 22 and October 
4 to November 15. A retreat 
is planned for the weekend of 
June 20-22. 

Anyone interested should 
contact the course ad- 
ministrator, Katy Taylor at 
the Abbey, Sutton Court- 
enay, OX14 4AF or on Ab- 
ingdon 847401 as soon as 
possible or at least by the 
start of 1990. There are 
places for only 16 people. 


The Readywarm and Readwarm Plus 


Heated and air-purifying toilet seats 


The Readywarm Heated Seat gives Comfort for all 
those visits to the toilet, and once you have used one, 
you will appreciate the feeling of luxury. 
TEMPERATURE — Readywarm is a temperature 
controlled seat; the lid covers the seat and also gets 
warmed. So, your back feels the warmth comfort 
when the seat is used. 

SAFETY — Safety is ensured by the 10 volt supply to 
the seat; this comes from a transformer already wired 
to the seat with 12ft of cable (sufficient to clip to the 
skirting board). 

HYGIENE — With smooth surfaces and drip edges 
Readywarm is kept clean by normal washing. The 
warmth of the surfaces dries the moisture leaving dry 
sterile conditions. 

SIMPLE TO FIT — Supplied with sturdy plastic 
hinges and Bolts, no special tools are required to 
secure Readywarm. In fact the whole fitting will take 
just a few minutes. Even allowing for the prewired 
transformer and cable to be plugged into a socket 
outside your toilet. 

STYLE — Much more stylish than conventional 
plastic or wooden loo seats. Readywarm comes in a 
range of colours to match existing bathroom suites. 

READYWARM PLUS incorporates a unique 
additional feature; a built-in air purifying system. 
Here’s how it works: 

When the seat is lifted, a fan activates natural carbon 
fibres within the unit. 

Unpleasant odours are then drawn from the bowl and 
through this sponge like material. 

What emerges is sweet fresh air, meaning an end to 
unpleasant smells and the associated embarrassment. 



Readywarm (Playsafe Ltd) 
411 The Ridge, Hastings 
East Sussex TN34 2RJ 
Tel: Hastings (0424) 754332 

For every unit ordered up to the end of the year 
— £5 will be donated to your local church fund 


The Willow Tree 


PRIVATE NURSING HOME 

(REGISTERED WITH RUGBY DISTRICT HEALTH AUTHORITY) 

Hillmorton, Rugby. Telephone: (0788) 74689 

A unique Canadian-style property on one floor which offers the highest 
professional nursing care. 

Single and shared rooms available, some ensuite, every room equipped 
with appropriate call facilities, TV and telephone points 

★ ★★★★★★★ 

Two acres of pleasant secluded gardens 
Close Care Individual Units to be shortly developed on adjoining building 
This nursing home meets all the requirements of the 1984 Nursing Home Act 

NOW UNDER SOLE OWNERSHIP OF HARRY HARDING 

who along with the matron, Hilary Strong, welcome any enquiries or 

informal visits 

- TELEPHONE: (0788) 74689 - 
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Jesus the 
pacifist 

ONE great divorce practis- 
ed by humanity is to set 
Justice and Peace over 
against each other. Yet the 
Jesus who said “Seek first 
the Kingdom of God and 
his Justice” (Matthew 
6.33) is the same Jesus that 
said “Blessed are the 
peacemakers” (Matthew 
5.9). 

It is easy to cry for 
Justice at the expense of 
Peace. It is easy to cry for 
Peace at the expense of 
Justice. It was the genius of 
Jesus to insist on both 
together. One is unat- 
tainable without the other. 
As the Psalmist put it 
“Justice and Peace have 
kissed each other” (Psalm 
85.10). 

In the battle for Justice, 
Jesus’ secret weapon is 
Love. “Blessed are the 
merciful” (Matthew 5.7). 
Jesus performed acts of 
kindness to soldiers of the 
occupying power (Luke 
7.1-10). He rebuked his 
disciples when they wanted 
to bring down fire from 
heaven on their enemies 
(Luke 9.51-54). He rejected 
the military concept of 
Messiahship (Mark 
12.36-37). He disarmed 
Peter saying “Those who 
take the sword will perish 
by the sword” (Matthew 
26.52). 

This is very beautiful, 
but does it work? Yes. 
Jesus claimed that the way 
of Love works better than 
the way of war. In his Palm 
Sunday demonstration he 
chose an ass in order to set 
aside the war-horse, along 
with the chariot and the 
battle-bow (Zechariah 
9.9-10). 

Through speaking peace 
to the nations “his domi- 
nion shall be from sea to 
sea, from the River to the 
ends of the earth”. 

Let’s prove him right! 

Sidney Hinkes 

The Revd Sidney Hinkes 
is Secretary of the Anglian 
Pacifist Fellowship. 


Peace on earth? 


On the brink of a new decade, a diplomat, 
a pacifist , a mother and a nun reflect 



A diplomat's view The meaning of 


A year ago, no-one would have 
believed it. Europe, where the 
real danger to world peace has 


Peace in 
your 
heart 


AS a Sister of the Love of God, 
1 am a member of a community 
whose work is prayer. Day and 
night in the psalms and scripture 
we pray for peace: peace for our 
world, peace for all who suffer, 
peace for ourselves. We pray for 
peace with our lips, with our 
lives, and through God’s own 
gift of peace. 

Prayer unites our whole day 
and our whole person; it is more 
than the Office, Eucharist and 
private prayer. For us, as for all 
Christians, prayer is the offer- 
ing of our whole lives to God in 
Jesus Christ to be one with the 
will of God. So our prayer is 
also washing dishes, welcoming 
guests, and printing books, as 
well as joining in prayer with all 
who pray for peace. 

Inner peace is a gift of the 
Spirit and comes as we do the 
will of God, wherever we are 
called to serve, whether in a 
convent, the home, a factory, 
the university. Always God is 
with us. External silence and an 
ordered life is sometimes helpful 
in attaining inner peace, but out- 
ward silence sometimes reveals 
our lack of inner silence and 
need for the peace that only God 
can give. We may experience 
inner peace as joy in God, the 
knowledge that we are always in 
God’s love, but more often it is 
given as a strength deeper than 
any emotion which helps us to 
be faithful, patient and kind. 

Inner peace is given to us not 
only for ourselves but for others. 
In uniting our will with God’s 
will we are allowed to share in 
his work for peace. It is a 
mysteriously powerful gift. The 
remarkable 19th century hermit 
and mystic, St Seraphim o 
Saarov said, “Have peace i 
your heart and thousands arour 
you will be saved.’’ 

Sister Jane Antony SL~ 


lain for recent centuries, is 
changing out of all recognition. 
Not all change is for the better, 
but this is. War in Europe, 
which tends to become world 
war, now seems inconceivable. 

The change has all been on 
one side. It is the change in 
Russia that has changed the 
whole picture. This, incidental- 
ly, shows us clearly where the 
danger of peace used to be; a 
change in Russia is enough to 
remove it. No change on the 
Western side has been needed. 

For the better 

How has this change come 
about? In the concluding 
paragraph of a little book about 
Russian foreign policy that I 
wrote nearly twenty years ago 
describing Sakharov’s ideas, I 
said: “His is at present a voice 
crying in the wilderness. Never- 
theless it shows that there are 
men in the Soviet Union . . . who 
are thinking seriously about 
foreign affairs. Perhaps one day 
these men will get the ear of a 
new ruler, and everything will 
change for the better.’’ 

Now we have a new ruler, 
and everything, or most things, 
have changed for the better. My 
own time in Moscow was spent 
during the reign of Krushchev. 


He was, we can now see, try- 
ing in his clumsy way to do what 
Gorbachev is now trying to do 
in his more subtle way. Gor- 
bachev is the cleverer man, and 
the timing is better; Krushchev 
was trying to do it when the 
shadow of Stalin, so recently 
dead, still hung over Russia, 
while Gorbachev has only to ex- 
orcise the much less menacing 
shade of Brezhnev — and his 
chances of success are obvious- 
ly much greater. 

Steps forward 

Lenin once said that politics 
are two steps forward, one step 
back. Krushchev took two steps 
forward, Brezhnev one back, 
Gorbachev any number you like 
forward. One day there may be 
one step back, either because 
Gorbachev is ousted or, more 
likely, because he has to draw 
in his horns a little. But it can 
hardly be more than one step 
back, not back to Brezhnev let 
alone Stalin. So perhaps we can 
hope that peace really has 
broken out, for it is on what hap- 
pens in Moscow that world 
peace now principally depends. 

William Hayter 

Sir William Hayter is a former 
Ambassador to Moscow. 


peace in the home 

“I WOULD like to meet the mother who knows anything about 
peace in the home.’’ I heard that said today, and at the time I agreed. 
Can there be peace in a home with the noise of children, especially 
teenagers? (Is peace even remotely possible in a vicarage with 
doorbell and telephone competing as well?). 

The instinctive answer must be ‘no’. But think again about the 
word Peace. One example in the dictionary is ‘Peace of mind’. That 
surely must be the greatest gift of peace for any mother in her home. 

In the early days of motherhood, peace of mind comes from know- 
ing your baby is whole, healthy, feeding well, sleeping and achieving 
the targets we set by comparison with other babies. Later peace 
of mind comes with ‘my child is happy, has friends and is keeping 
up at school’. I know that ‘freedom from quarrels and dissention’ 
and ‘silence’ are definitions of Peace, that in a family might seem 
to be almost unattainable ideals, but they are unimportant to a mother 
compared with peace of mind. 

As the children in a family grow up to the teenage years, peace 
of mind is knowing where they are, who they are with and what 
time they will come home. Now our eldest is 19 and our twins 17, 
for more than half the year we are scattered between Merseyside 
and Surrey and they are not great communicators. Peace for me 
would be to hear pop music from one bedroom, ‘alternative’ pop 
from another and perhaps the rumble of double bass practice from 
the third. 

That isn’t noise you hear — that is Peace in the home! 

Felicity Randall 

Felicity Randall is married to the vicar of St Peter's, Didcot. 


Prayer for Peace 

Lead me from death to life, from falsehood to truth. 
Lead me from despair to hope, from fear to trust. 
Lead me from hate to love, from war to peace. 

Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our universe. 

(Cards of this prayer are available from: Prayer for Peace , 
21 Little Russell Street, London WC1 at lOp each). 


From Hilary Unwin at the General Synod 


THE November General Synod 
in London spent almost two days 

d^ ii you are sick — 
who pays the bills 

Protect your families income, 
join our sickness benefit 
scheme from only £1 .62 per 
week (age 40), provides 
£100 weekly when sick. 

For details write to: 

ANCIENT ORDER OF 
FORESTERS 

FREEPOST 51 HILL 
AVENUE 
AMERSHAM 
BUCKS HP6 5BR 
or Tel: (0494) 433604 

Member of LAUTRO 



atters 
Ination 


A view of the e 

A small luxury Country Resi 
miles West of Newbury, quie 
countryside in an area of oui 
Our home, is rather unique 
elderly has been converted fror 
all of which have retained th 
Holtwood Rest home is owm 
and Mary Brown R.G.N. N.E 
area for many years. 

Small is beautiful. Holtwood 
home environment for our gu 
basis, or making a permanen 
for our guests in every possible 
nrivarv-Jg alfiwyn j 


and remarried, or who had mar- 
ried someone who had been 
divorced, to be considered for 
selection for training for ordina- 
tion. In such cases a dispensa- 
tion would have to be sought 
from the Archbishops. 

In favour of the motion was 
the fact that priests who divorc- 
ed or married after their ordina- 
tion were sometimes allowed to 
continue their vocation. The 
Measure was approved by the 
House of Lords, but fell in the 


House of Commons because 
many MPs felt that it did not 
support the Christian view of the 
indissolubity of marriage. 

It was discussed again in the 
November Synod, and it was 
decided to re-submit the 
measure to the House of Com- 
mons because some 40 MPs had 
signed a motion asking that it 
should again come before the 
House. Many dioceses also had 
three to four people waiting in 
hope that it would be passed, so 
that they can be considered for 
selection. 

If you want to write to your 
MP and explain the background 
and influence him or her in 
either direction you should do so 
now. — Ed. 


WATERMEAD 
SLOPES & 
SAILS LTD 



The dry slope is open to all members of 
the public. 

Open practice £6 per hour, 
inclusive of equipment. 

Private lessons from £18 per hour 
(booked in advance). 

Beginners courses and improvement courses 
3x2 hour sessions £50 inclusive of 
equipment (booked in advance). 
MEMBERSHIP AVAILABLE 
Membership entitles you to half price on all 
above courses. 

PLEASE RING 
0296 394858 
FOR FURTHER DETAILS 


WATERMEAD SLOPES AND SAILS LTD., 
WATERMEAD LAKESIDE. AYLESBURY. BUCKS 
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'MARTIN'S FIREPLACES' 

Custom built fireplaces to your own design 

Stone, brick, Adam style, etc. 

Take advantage of our free design service with no 
obligation 

* NOW AVAILABLE * 

Revolutionary new gas coal effect fires. No chimney needed. Also 
available gas coal-effect fires with flame failure device. Pilot light 
and Pieco ignition, plus grate from [175. 

Tot: High Wycombe (04941 443327 or (08361 741776 




U 


13 Holloway’s 3 

THE LOCAL FURNITURE AND 
FINE ART AUCTIONEERS WITH A 
NATIONAL REPUTATION 

A Professional Service from complete contents 
to a single — valuation — Free Pre 
Sale Advice 

49 PARSONS STREET, BANBURY 
OXON 0X16 PF: TEL: (0295) 253197 
STREATLEY, BERKS TEL: (0491) 872318 
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JOHN S THERE! 

PARTY & WEDDING 
SPECIALISTS 

Let us organise and plan your celebration 

CATERING. ENTERTAINMENT, DISCO, ETC 

We have a package to suit your needs and budget 
★ Children's Parties a speciality ★ 

Tel: (0734) 352625 
"LEAVE EVERYTHING TO US" 













Page 6 


^Tie Door,' Dederiiber’ 1989 


EDITORIAL 

The crisis spirit 
of the stable 

Have you noticed that it’s the Christmases that go 
wrong that we remember best? Is it because, in a 
strange way, they are often the happiest ones? You can 
feel unexpected carefree marooned by a sudden 
Christmas Eve blizzard somewhere off the Al; intense- 
ly joyful when the baby expected in the New Year ar- 
rives in time for Christmas dinner; and even curiously 
elated when the whole family goes down with Hong 
Kong flu, and spends the festive season nibbling toast 
and sipping Lucozade instead of feasting off turkey and 
all the trimmings. 

The first Christmas, of course, did not go according to 
plan. We may romanticise the stable with branches of holly 
and a layer of snow, but would any mother really choose 
to have her baby in a shed on the outskirts of a strange town 
with minimal facilities and unknown shepherds for visitors? 
Must not Mary and Joseph have planned a very different 
kind of birth for their son — at home, in comfort and among 
family and friends? 

Among our readers, too, there will be many whose plans 
have gone wrong this year. There will be some who are in 
hospital, or out of work, or even in prison. There will be 
others who have lost all hope. They may be homeless or quite 
alone this Christmas, or caught up in impossible family situa- 
tions. For all of them, Christmas this year may offer very 
little promise of peace or hope of joy. Yet they are far closer 
to the reality of the stable than any man-made Christmas 
can ever be. 

It is a pity that for the rest of us it often takes a crisis for 
the real spirit of Christmas to emerge from underneath the 
wrapping paper. The irony is that the more we struggle to 
attain the elusive spirit of the stable, and the more deter- 
mined we are that it should be the ‘best-ever this year’ by 
shopping early for perfect presents, perfect food and perfect 
decorations, the further we get from that night when — by 
the world’s standards — things also went wrong. 

For we deceive ourselves if we think that Christmas can 
be bought at any price. After all, its only real peace comes 
just from knowing that the Son of God was born in a stable 
to bring hope where there is no hope, and its only joy from 
being sure that He comes still, and His coming and His 
abiding depend on nothing more than a willingness to let Him 
in. 

May His joy. and His peace be yours this Christmas and 
in the New Year. 

Christine Zwart 


SPACE FOR PRAYER 


We praise you. Lord God, for the good news of Christmas: 
for the coming of your Son to redeem mankind. 

Let it be good news for each one of us at this time 
as we open out hearts to your love 
and welcome Jesus as our Saviour. 

Then show us what we can do 

to pass on the good news to others, 
that they may share our joy 

and give thanks with us for your unspeakable gift 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Frank Colquhoun 

Your prayers are asked for the following: 

The homeless especially those in our Diocese and those who 
work with them. 

Those in hospital and in prison and all who are away from 
home this Christmas. 

Those who spend Christmas alone. 

Terry Waite and the other hostages and their families. 

The Revd David Winter, the Bishop’s Officer for 
Evangelism and all who are involved in planning the Decade 
of Evangelism. 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (January 18-25). 



Required for St John's Home, Oxford. A 38 bedded 
voluntary residential home for the elderly. 


Registered charity run under the auspices of The 
Anglican Society of All Saints. 
Management and nursing experience required. Salary 
negotiable. Accommodation not available. 

Apply to Sister Frances Dominica, 

St John's Home, St Mary's Road, 
Oxford 0X4 1QE 


THE NEWMAN-MOWBRAY 

BOOKSHOP 

87 St Aldate 
Oxford 0X1 1RB 
Tel: 244654 



Christian Books, Cards, Crucifixes, 
etc. Candles, Communion Wine, 


Altar Breads, Church Stationery. 


Starry-eyed at Christmas 


Christmas comes but once a 
year, and when it comes it 
brings growing confusions. A 
combination of misleading 
carols, mistaken Christmas 
cards, improbable legends and 
ignorance of the Bible have 
gradually brought about the 
situation where the majority of 
English people — churchgoers 
as well as others — have a men- 
tal image of the first Christmas 
which is, to put it mildly, a long 
way from what the New Testa- 
ment authors describe. 

One result of this is that, 
recently, many scholars of 
liberal persuasion have literally 
thrown the baby out with the 
watered-down nativity stories, 
dismissing them all as colourful 
invention. 

A mishmash 

What then can a Christian 
who wishes to give credence to 
the Biblical accounts make of 
our present mishmash? He will, 
for a start, give short shrift to the 
following incidents popularly 
supposed to have happened at 
the first Christmas. Out will go 
a bright star. Out will go three 
named kings on camels follow- 
ing the star across ‘moor and 
mountain, field and fountain’ ar- 
riving at the stable on Christmas 
night. 

Out will go a flight to Egypt 
that same night by the Holy 
Family, and the death next day 
of lots of infants in Bethlehem 
at Herod’s command. Not one 
of these events is located by the 
Gospel writers as having hap- 
pened at the immediate time of 
the birth of Jesus. 

Matthew’s gospel tells us that 
some magi — astrologers, not 
kings — had seen a star, 
whose significance they 
recognised, anything up to two 
years before their arrival in 
Jerusalem and Bethlehem. They 
saw it ‘at its rising’, and set out 
to discover what was happening 
in Judaea, far away. 

Fodder 

No-one in Jerusalem seems to 
have noticed it but, on the final 
leg of their journey, the six 
miles from Jerusalem to 




Frank Wyton outside St 
Peter’s Church, Hook 
Norton. 

BB Badge 

Members of the Boys Brigade 
are in some ways unsung heroes 
too. Less well-known than the 
Scout movement, their service 
is an integral part of the life of 
many churches, particularly ur- 
ban ones. It is 60 years since the 
1st Oxford Company at St Mat- 
thew’s Church Oxford was 


Bethlehem, they see it for the se- 
cond time, drawing them on to 
their goal. Their hearts leap for 
joy. They know they’re on the 
right trail. It’s the same star. 

In Bethlehem, they find a tod- 
dler, and his mother and father 
in a house (not a stable!). Mat- 
thew does not use the same 
Greek word as Luke used for the 
new-born babe. He used the 
word for ‘child’ not ‘infant’. 
Even the Ladybird children’s 
books have begun to get that 
right, nowadays. They show a 
small child, on his feet, waving 
goodbye to the astrologers. 

Actual events 

The Holy Family leave hur- 
riedly at night for Egypt (pro- 
bably to the area just South of 
Gaza rather than to the far- 
distant Nile Delta). Herod 
promptly kills Bethlehem’s 
under-two-year-old boys, ‘in ac- 
cordance with the time he had 
learned from the magi’. Jesus, 
in other words, was anything up 
to two years old when the magi 
visit Bethlehem. 

In contrast, Luke (that highly 
reputable historian) describes 
the events surrounding the actual 
birth. After a journey from 
Nazareth, Mary (still a virgin) 
is delivered of a child whom she 
places in a manger. Shepherds 
in nearby fields (obviously not 
in winter-time) have a frighten- 
ing vision of an angelic 
messenger, followed by the 
sound of a vast heavenly choir. 
Flabbergasted, they find the in- 
fant and to their amazement the 
circumstances are exactly as 
declared by the angel. 

Nostalgic? 

Eight days later, the boy is 
circumcised, named ‘Jesus’, and 
at the proper time (six weeks 
after birth) ‘ presented’ in the 
Jerusalem temple. His parents 
take him to Nazareth. End of 
Nativity, according to Luke. 

Well, not quite. Luke tells us 
that it was the family’s custom 
to go to Jerusalem each year. 
The visit of the magi probably 
took place during the first or se- 
cond visit. It isn’t unlikely that 
for family or nostalgic reasons 
mere, too. His knowledge o, _ * 

countryside is based on his ear-"J 
ly life as a gamekeeper, and he I 
has just written a book about his ! 
experiences called Harry Talk- 
ing. All proceeds will go to St 
Mary’s Church, and Cancer 
Research, and copies are avail- 
able for £5.25 from the Harry 
Kite Charity Book Fund, c/o 
Maggie Pettifer, Lyneham 
Road, Milton under Wychwood, 
Oxon. 

All change 

As the year draws to a close, 
there seem to have been more 
changes than usual in the 
Diocese. Canon Francis 
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they stayed in Bethlehem on 
such an occasion. 

And what about that star? 
There isn’t a word in the gospels 
about a ‘bright’ star, so belov- 
ed of the carol-writers and card- 
publishers. 

How did the legend of a bright 
star begin? An early Christian 
Bishop, Ignatius of Antioch, 
writing over a hundred years 
after Christ’s birth, mentions an 
indescribably-bright star which 
outshone both sun and moon. He 
couples this with ‘God revealing 
himself to man to bring newness 
of eternal life’. 

The bright star of Ignatius, 
like the star prophesised by 
Balaam (Numbers 24) and the 
Book of Revelation’s ‘bright 
morning star’ are all vivid 
descriptions or prophecies 
related to Jesus himself. He is 
the Bright Star of Christianity 
which outshines all others. 

What a confused mess our 
cards and carols have made. But 
does it matter? Yes, it does, for 


while we go on perpetuating the 
legends and confusions we vir- 
tually invite the sceptics to 
dismiss the whole story (as they 
have done) and out goes the 
Virgin birth. 

Isn’t it time churches went 
back to the gospels and ditched 
the popular mythology? It would 
reintroduce the actual message 
of the incarnation, unadulterated 
by well-meaning mythmakers, 
and restore the Jesus of Luke 
and Matthew, the Jesus of 
primitive Christianity, the real 
Bright Star who sprang from 
David’s line and Mary’s womb, 
to the Church and the world in 
all his glorious simplicity. 

As an incumbent, I’ve certain- 
ly practised what I’m preaching 
for the past twenty-five years. Is 
anyone out there listening? 

Michael Saward 
Michael Saward is Vicar of Eal- 
ing, a Prebendary of St Paul's 
Cathedral, author, hymnwriter, 
and member of the General 
Synod. 


Family view 


MANY Christians feel that family 
life is falling apart. That became 
clear at the Bishop’s Visitation even- 
ing this summer when questions 
were raised about divorce rates, 
fathers taken away from home for 
long periods because of their work 
and teenage problems. 

A spring conference organised by 
the Family Life and Marriage 
Education group in the Diocese 
(FLAME) will examine what is 
really happening to families today, 
the good as well as the bad, and look 
at the way Christians can respond. 
The speakers will include Ian 
Sparks, the Director of the 
Children’s Society who will talk 
about the world facing children to- 
day and Jeanne Wesson, who works 
with an agency for people with drug 
and alcohol problems and is also a 
vicar’s wife and who will give a 
Christian perspective. The chairman 
will be the Bishop of Oxford. 

The conference is on Thursday, 
March 15, 1990 at Milham Ford 
School, Oxford from 10. 15am to 
4pm and costs £5 (unwaged £3). 


Further information is available 
from Anne Borrowdale, Diocesan 
Church House, North Hinksey, Ox- 
ford 0X2 2NB. 

FLAME is a national network 
which grew out of various marriage 
and family life education groups in 
the Church of England. It is being 
formally launched in January 1990 
and the Diocese of Oxford Family 
Life Education Group has now 
become a local FLAME group 
which at present includes the 
Diocesan Children’s Adviser and 
representatives from the Diocesan 
Board of Social Responsibility, the 
Diocesan Council for Social Work, 
the Mothers’ Union and the 
Children’s Society. However it is 
hoped to widen the membership by 
inviting people from other 
denominations and organisations 
concerned with marriage and 
families to join and also to establish 
a mailing list to pass on ideas and 
information. Please contact Anne 
Borrowdale at the address above if 
you are interested. 


Thought for Advent 


The Advent themes of death, 
judgement, heaven and hell are 
a reminder to every Christian 
that however much the Father 
loves us, it doesn’t mean that in 
death we will not be asked (in 
a manner of speaking) a lot of 
pretty hard questions. 

Where were you when I was 
hungry? ... or sad? ... or lonely 
... or weighed down with the 
weariness of the world? Jesus 
; wants to draw us all to the 
Father. He wants no-one to be 
* lost. But He doesn’t say it will 
' be easy, and even if God’s love 
?can in the end transform the 
£ worst goat into a sheep, the pro- 
cess is bound to be a painful one. 
•* a In that brilliant book on prayer 
C^he Orthodox Way, Kaliistos 


Ware gives us a Greek word, 
neptic to bring home the need 
for each one of us to be always 
on the watch for what God 
wants us to do. Try it out next 
time you go shopping — the pier- 
son in the street you’d like to 
avoid because they’ll keep you 
talking for ages — the old lady 
or the tired mum who can’t 
reach that tin of tomatoes from 
the top shelf; the girl at the till 
who might appreciate being 
treated as a human being instead 
of an awkward delay when you 
need to get home. 

“Where were you when I was 
fed up behind the till at 
Tescos?” 

Martin Flatman 


*NEW ALTAR TABLE?^ 
MEMORIAL LECTERN? 


Oxford cabinet maker will design and make 
all sorts of church furniture to 
your requirements. 

John Milnes 


Brook House, Brook Street 
Oxford 0X1 4LQ 
Tel: (0865) 790787 (day) 
Tel: (0865) 245751 (ev/wk end) 


FAIRDALE HOUSE 

Small private rest home for elderly 
Oxfordshire County Council registered. 

* 1 Vi miles from Oxford city centre * home from home * 
24 hour's professional care * fully centrally heated * lovely 
gardens * all amenities are available * hair dresser and 
chiropodist available * short or long stay. 

For further details telephone Mrs Harrison (SRN) 
on Oxford (0865) 864621 
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The right package deal 



I was surprised to read Roy 
Scott’s article entitled ‘Check 
List for One World’ in Oc- 
tober’s DOOR. In particular, his 
reference to waste and 
packaging. 

We must all realise that 
packaging plays a very signifi- 
cant part in maintaining the 
whole world’s standard of liv- 
ing — how else would we pre- 
serve food? In order to do this 
effectively, a very large industry 
exists which is well aware of 
‘green’ issues. However, the 
fact is that ‘indestructable 
plastics’ can be recycled just as 
easily as glass or metal cans/ 

It is very necessary to be clear 
on our thinking on this. Ob- 
viously, nobody condones litter, 
but gathering discarded packag- 
ing and recycling it, is becom- 
ing more economical, as the cost 
of disposal grows. It is therefore 
necessary to consider the posi- 
tion; should we press the Local 
Authority to set up recycling 
schemes; should we support 
anti-litter campaigns; shall we 
try to sort our waste? 

Encouraging people to try to 
discriminate in areas where they 
are not expert may lead to unex- 
pected results. For example, do 
you really want less packing for 
your biscuits, if they arrive 
broken and soggy? 

P. O. C. Rogers 
Witney 

What is a 
Christian? 

I cannot but feel dismay when 
we are informed that a Decade 
of Evangelism is in prospect, 
because I doubt if we shall all 
propagate the same message. 

The late Philip Toynbee, at 
one time a Communist, who 
eventually became a devout 
member of the Church of 
England, asked himself what is 
meant by a Christian when he 
was preparing the 1979 Essex 
Hall Lecture Christians Then 
and Now. 

He arrived at a minimum of 
five different meanings. First 
came anyone who accepted the 
title when offered such alter- 
natives as ‘an atheist’, ‘an 
agnostic’, ‘a Buddhist’, but who 
went through none of the out- 
ward or inner observances. 
Then came the person who 
follows the outer observances — 
says prayers and goes to church, 
but is otherwise not markedly 
distinguishable from atheists and 
agnostics. Or the word can be 
applied to someone who devotes 
his or her life and energy to what 
he or she takes to be the Chris- 
tian faith, but from this faith the 
central heart of love is missing. 

Them come the majority of us 
— those who at least 
spasmodically try to follow the 
Great Commandment, who 
often fail but try and try again. 


Finally, come those who 
achieve a large and observable 
measure of sucess in following 
the way of love — like Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta. 

Another Teresa, St Teresa of 
Avila, has pointed out that it is 
only through us that Christ’s 
love can now be manifested in 
the world. 

Percy Holliday 
Beaconsfield 

Baptism 

On a ‘Question of Baptism’, 
those interested may study the 
complicated circumstances relat- 
ing to the Gorham Judgement of 
1850 in Sir Owen Chadwick’s 
Victorian Church (vol 1, pp 
250 r 271). Sir Owen’s account 
shows that the Judicial Commit- 
tee of the Privy Council was 
concerned, pace Peter 
Downham, to avoid seeming to 
define the doctrine of the 
Church of England on Baptism 
— as indeed it had no compe- 
tence to do. Instead, it professed 
itself ‘not satisfied that Mr 
Gorham had contradicted the 
formularies of the Church of 
England’. 

Incidentally, as Canon Ollard 
pointed out in his Short History 
of the Oxford Movement (p 88), 
the Judicial Committee ‘with 
considerable ingenuity attributed 
to Mr Gorham a view which was 
not his’. So much for doctrinal 
competence! 

Meanwhile, the doctrine of 
the Church of England concern- 
ing the Sacrament of Holy Bap- 
tism is to be found in the Prayer 
Book of 1662 — and in the 
Thirty-Nine Articles. I would 
direct the attention of your Bap- 
tist correspondents to those 
documents, along with the 
assurance that the Church of 
England professes to adhere to 
Holy Scripture just as they do — 
see John 3.5. 

Revd Geoffrey Pinnock 
Oxford 

This correspondence is now 
closed! — Ed. 

What price 
unity? 

As a lifelong member of the 
Anglo-Catholic or ‘High 
Church’ wing of the Church of 
England, you might think that I 
would be delighted at the ap- 
proach by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury for some form of 
compromise merger with the 
Roman Catholic Church. If so 
you would be quite wrong. For 
once, I find myself in agreement 
with Ian Paisley although I 
suspect for different reasons. 

I am a member of the Church 
of England. I subscribe to its 
teaching, its traditions, its 
beliefs and its standards. The 
practices of the Church of Eng- 
land are of paramount impor- 


tance to me, and while much of 
Roman Catholicism is accept- 
able I could never subscribe to 
the doctrine of the infallibility of 
the Pope and neither could I 
stomach much of the sociology. 

Frankly, I fail to understand 
this quest for so called unity. We 
already have unity in the Chris- 
tian Church and in our worship 
of God through His Son, Our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

I believe very strongly that for 
the last twenty years or so the 
Church of England has con- 
sistently got its priorities wrong. 
Instead of wasting time and ef- 
fort in pursuing such diverse ab- 
surdities as the ordination of 
women, the massacre of the 
beautiful language of our 
Liturgy and of the Bible itself, 
and now this so-called 
ecumenical nonsense, we would 
be better employed tackling the 
really important problems faced 
by our Church — the establish- 
ed Church in this land. We 
might discover for example why 
the Roman Catholics now com- 
mand larger congregations than 
we do. Why numbers at Sunday 
schools and Confirmation 
classes decline and why 
numbers of Church weddings 
and baptisms fall. 

It is mission on which we 
should be concentrating, and 
here I am less concerned with 
darkest Africa than I am with 
mission within our own 
parishes. 

Mr Laurie Penzer, OBE 
Bourne End , Bucks 

Farming 

I was interested in Colin 
Wright’s article, ‘The Christian 
Farmer* (issue 5), especially his 
concern at being paid not to 
farm the land. 

In principle I also agree with 
his suggestion that the money 
used for set-aside should be us- 
ed to produce food for the 
undernourished. However, this 
food needs to be produced in the 
less developed countries by 
Third World farmers, and we 
ought to give them that money 
to do the job. 

At the same time our own 
marginal land could be return- 
ed from arable to permanent 
grazing, or to other uses such as 
forestry and recreational wood- 
land, to reduce the erosion and 


pollution of our own environ- 
ment and eliminate overproduc- 
tion. 

Another practical step might 
be to have a nitrogen quota for 
EC farmers, to help reduce the 
effect of nitrates in ground 
water. Would the Christian ap- 
proach be to lead the way in 
voluntarily reducing farm inputs 
and diversifying if appropriate, 
to show that it can be done? 

Some relevant ideas on farm- 
ing issues can be found in ‘Food 
Matters’, a journal published by 
the Farmers Third World Net- 
work, Arthur Rank Centre, 
National Agricultural Centre, 
Stoneleigh, Warwickshire CV8 
2LZ. 

D. J. Eldridge 
Berinsfield 

Pardon? 

On reading of the march of 
Christians in Oxford and 
elsewhere, in the current copy 
of The DOOR, I see that those 
who took part were praying for 
‘The coming of His Kingdom in 
Britain’. 

In order to enter into prayer 
of this kind intelligently, will 
you please explain precisely 
what this means? 

Graham Phillips 
Cranleigh, Surrey 
Perhaps readers would like to 
answer this, briefly — Ed. 

Too long! 

I like The DOOR, but I am wor- 
ried about your Letters Page. 
Most of them are far too long. 
There was one in your 
November issue which, apart 
from being in effect a theolog- 
ical essay, ran to over 600 
words. 

May I humbly suggest that 
you try to keep two basic rules 
for all letters: That they should 
be of general interest, and that 
they should be short (300 words 
maximum). 

Perhaps this little verse, writ- 
ten by a wise editor long ago, 
might still apply: 

“When your brain its coin has 

minted 

When down the page your pen 

has sprinted 

If you want your effort printed 
Boil it down!” 

Canon William Purcell 
Botley , Oxford 


STUD GREEN 
NURSERY 

GREAT ESCAPE 

Buying your 

CHRISTMAS TREE 

from Stud Green 
Nursery could result in 
you winning six nights 
free accommodation in 
one of over 180 hotels 
across England, 
Scotland and Wales 

Also in slock 

Blue needleless drop 
trees, holly and 
wreaths 


STUD GREEN 
NURSERY 
ASCOT ROAD 
HOLYPORT 
MAIDENHEAD 
TEL: 

(0628) 770803 


A. W. FLETCHER 

Natural dry stone walling and repairs 

Painter and Decorator 

TELEPHONE: FREELAND 

0993 881979 



CHURCH 

ORGANS 

by 

VISCOUNT 

A unique selection of eighteen 
classically voiced organs, priced from 
£425 to £6,000 for church or home 
practice 

Write for brochures to 

VISCOUNT ORGANS LTD 
Hartspring Ind Park 
Hartspring Lane, Watford 
Telephone: 0923 247437 
Answerphone 01-370 3431 


ALLAN WARDLE mbhi 

All types of clock restoration and 
repair, including dial and case 

repairs. 

Specialising in Longcase 

(Grandfather) 

Carriage and Striking clocks 

Collection and delivery 

available. 

Ickford (08447) 445 

(Two miles from Junction 7 on M40) 

Chapel Cottage, Sheldon Road 
Ickford, Nr Aylesbury 
Bucks, HP18 9HY 




Community Development Worker 

An exciting and innovative new post, jointly created by the Reading 
Borough Council, East Reading churches and the Berkshire County 
Council Youth and Community Service. 

We are looking for someone who will help to build up a sense of 
community in the Newtown area of East Reading by supporting 
existing youth and community work and encouraging and developing 
self-help groups within the area in co-operation with local churches. 

Salary: JNC 2 (£11,157-£14,796) 

Ideally you will be a qualified youth and community worker with 
specific skills in: — 

* Empowering local communities 

* Working in a multi-racial, multi-faith environment 

* Developing local community networks 

If you wish to discuss the post informally please telephone the Rev 
Tony Burdon on 0734 872366. 

For an application form, please contact: Berks County Coun- 
cil, Department of Education, Youth and Community Service, 
Third Follor Abbey Square, Reading RG1 3BQ (Tel: 0734 
587260/589430). 

The closing date for applications is 11th December 1989 and 
interviews will be held on 15th December 1989. 

This is a fixed term contract until March 1992, and the appoint- 
ment will be made in line with the Council’s equal opportunities 
policy. 



includes: 


ABSEILING * CAVING ★ SURVIVAL 
NAVIGATION * HORSE RIDING 
Discounts for Organised Parties 

For further information contact: 

SOMERSET SURVIVAL 

1 1 Brines Orchard, Templecombe, 
Somerset BA8 0JL 

TEL: (0963) 70969 

(24 hours) 


MIRROR WARDROBES 



Makes Rooms Feel Bigger & Brighter 


♦ Free design, quotation 
by experienced fitter 

- 500 installations to date 

♦ Made to measure 


♦ Free leaflet, price 
list, information pack 

♦ High quality wide 
sliding doors 


CLASSIC SS 04882417 
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Funeral Directors 

H. C. Grimstead Ltd Established 1927 



Amersham 
(0494) 726130 


DAY, HIGH! AND SUNDAY ATTENDANCE 


Harefield 
0895 822297 


Eastcote 
01-866 0688 


Beaconsfield 
(0494) 672668 


Ruislip 
(0895) 632553 


Gerrards Cross 
(0753) 882644 


TILBURY HOUSE 
SHEPHERDS LANE 
BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS 


West Drayton 
(0895) 442032 


St Anne ’s Residential Home 


Clifton, Deddington, Oxon 



‘ Qualified caring for those you care about ’ 


Is now opening its new purpose built wing that sets a new 
high standard in luxury residential care. To view or receive 
a brochure. 


Tel: Deddington (0869) 38295 or 38902, 24 hours 


VOLVO 




Buying a car from Thomas 
of Aylesbury is only the 
beginning of what we hope 
will be a long and happy 
* relationship with our 
customers. Our service 
facilities offer a complete 
range of services and 
repairs that you may require 
during the long life of your 
Volvo. 



NEW AND USED 
V0LV0S ALWAYS IN 

STOCK 

Please contact: 
Tegwyn Thomas 


THOMAS OF AYLESBURY 


79-85 TRING ROAD, AYLESBURY 
TEL: (0296) 88899 


[ Teatherton tHxnise 


Residential Care Home for Retired Persons 

r? 



Chapel Square, Deddington, Oxon OX5 4SG 
Listed Georgian Home recently converted to 
the highest standards 
FULLY REGISTERED 

• Long or short stay 

• Single and Double occupancy with en-suite facilities 

• Lift installed 

• Small with individual care 

• Experienced staff on duty 24 hours a day 

VISITORS ALWAYS VERY WELCOME 

- BROCHURE ON REQUEST - 

DEDDINGTON (0869) 38259 



94 Southview Avenue, 
Caversham, Reading, 
Berks. RG4 OBB 
TeL (0734) 471122 


ROOFING 


THE COMPLETE ROOFING SERVICE 

FLAT ROOFING PROBLEMS? 


A typical 12ft x 12ft roof can cost as little as £197 00 which includes: 
★ All your existing roof removed ★ A brand new three layer built-up felt 


roofing system fixed, with a mineral finish — to the full British Standard 

★ A full ten year guarantee against leakage (without all that small print) 

★ Quality workmanship — next to none ★ A full detailed quotation — 
without obligation. 


slipin' and a slidin’ . . . 

SLATE & TILE REPAIRS 


We also specialise in slate and tile repairs — guttering and general roofing 
maintenance. Again we are not afraid to quote you some prices. For in- 
stance on a terraced house replacing or re-fixing up to 15 slates is a fixed 
price of only £47.50 inclusive. 


WE ALWAYS REMEMBER OUR BEST 
INTEREST LIES IN YOUR BEST INTEREST 


TEL: READING 471122 

VAT registration number: 438 2729 31 



Unpacking th 


From the Bishop of Oxford 


Want to 
help? 


HIGH WYCOMBE: Open Door: 
Christmas Day, St John s Church Hall, 
Desborough Road. Homeless, lonely, 
people in need welcome for soup, turkey 
sandwiches and mince pies. This is a First 
venture. Please direct anyone, who might 
benefit, to the Open Door and contact 
Norma Justice if you have suggestions. 
Tel: High Wycombe 34605. 

MILTON KEYNES: Christmas Crisis: 
St Martin’s Church Hall, Bletchley. 
December 23-January 2. Shelter and 
meals for the homeless. 24-hour staff 
cover. Volunteers needed for supervi- 
sion. catering help. Come for as long as 
you can, even an hour. Contact Martin 
Doyle: 0908 679734. Cornerstones 
Hostel need presents suitable for the 
18-22 age group. Tel: 0908 678016. 
OXFORD: The Gatehouse: An 
ecumenical project run by the Oxford 
Churches for hungry, homeless and lone- 
ly people. Christmas Eve-New Year in- 
clusive 5-7pm at St Giles’ Parish Rooms, 
Woodstock Road. They now run a per- 
manent early evening (5-7) drop-in cen- 
tre on Wednesdays and Thursdays at the 
same place, and in the new year hope to 
open a larger one nearer the centre. 
Volunteers, contributions and suggestions 
to Jenni Sleath. New Road Baptist 
Church, Bonn Square, Oxford. 

Open Christmas: Joint Cyrenians/Pro- 
bation Service project will offer 24 hour 
food and shelter to the homeless from 
Christmas Eve to New Year in the Night 
Shelter, Luther Street. Clothing, food, 
people to help and befriend needed. Of- 
fers to the Night Shelter. 0865 250153. 
The Porch: All Saints' Convent, Oxford. 
Drop-in centre open 365 days a year in- 
cluding Christmas Day 10. 15-1 1.30am 
and 5-8pm for tea and sandwiches. 
Volunteers always needed. Contact Sister 
Jenny 0865 249127 or Jeanne Lindley 
0865 248876. 

READING: Hope: A Christmas drop-in 
centre at St Saviour’s Church Hall, 47 
Bedford Road offering sandwiches, food 
etc from 10am-8pm to those in need, over 
the holiday period. Now in its sixth year. 
Volunteers to befriend and gifts of food 
needed. Organised by Bill Anderson and 
supported by local churches. Tel: 0734 
393552. 

Look out too for Christmas Crackers 
Restaurants part of a nationwide chain 
in Chesham High Street and High 
Wycombe (place to be announced). They 
are open from December 2-23 and will 
offer nourishing food with a difference. 
You choose the prices. All proceeds will 
go via Tearfund and Interserve to 
children’s projects in India. Volunteers, 
food needed but above all customers so 
tell your friends. Contact Karen Philips: 
Chesham 783097 and David Allsop: High 
Wycombe 442842. 

Crisis at Christmas: Well-known for its 
huge Christmas drop in centre at 
Christmas but actually fund raises all year 
to help homeless projects all over the 
country including three in this Diocese. 
Donations always welcome but specially 
at Christmas to Crisis, 212 Whitechapel 
Road, London El 1BJ. Tel: 01 377 0489. 


THE RISK 


If it is true 

That God was born in Bethlehem 
After a tiring journey 


By a weary woman and bewildered 
man; 

If it is true 

That the vastness of the universe 
Was pinpointed to a wailing baby 
In a stable-cave ; 

If it is true 

That outcast shepherds 
Suddenly saw the heavens burst into 
light 

While all the darkness sang ; 

If it is true , 

Should we not follow the shepherds 
And risk a visit to the stable? 

Of course , we also risk making 
fools of ourselves. 

But — if it is true — 

So did God. 

Diana Good 


Dear Friend, 

As a reader of The DOOR I expect that, like me, you will have 
mixed feelings about Christmas, In some ways Christmas seems 
to become more unbearable every' year: the commercialism more 
rampant and starting even earlier; the forced, boozy jollity ; and 
the contrast between the conspicuous consumption by which we 
are surrounded and the poverty in so many parts of the world, 
and indeed in our own country , which stabs through to our 
heart. 

No wonder that Christmas is a time well-known for family 
quarrels, marriage break-ups, suicide attempts and sheer 
loneliness. 

On the other hand, as Christians, we marvel at the miraculous 
mystery of the eternal God coming to share our human lot, 
becoming as vulnerable as a babe. As a proper expression of 
this joy there is wholesome family enjoyment, gathering-in of 
relatives, fun and the delight of giving and receiving presents. 

But if the true meaning of Christmas is to take hold of us, 
we have to work at it. What can we do? 

First, try to approach Christmas itself with a spirit of inward 
quiet. It is so easy to get caught up in the frenetic bustle of 
preparations and shopping. But regular periods of prayer and 
the conscious attempt to live moment by moment in the presence 
of God can imbue all we do with a spirit of stillness. 

In this way, our proper preparations become themselves a 
preparation for the Incarnate One. 

Secondly , as part of our prayers, we can ask God to touch 
the minds and hearts of all those who will be worshipping with 
us on Christmas Day. We need to welcome the casual worship- 
pers most warmly; and pray that they, like us, may be drawn 
more deeply into the love of God incarnate. 

Thirdly, it’s not all over on Christmas night. Then, Christmas 
is only just beginning. There used to be a rule, kept for exam- 
ple in the church where I was Vicar, that carols were not sung 
before Christmas, but only in the Christmas season itself, Ie on 
Christmas Day and afterwards. W ith school terms being what 
they are, this is of course very difficult. 

Nevertheless, it is good to remind ourselves that the period 
of Advent runs until Christmas Eve. It is the days, and indeed 
weeks, after Christmas that are there for meditating upon and 
rejoicing in the Divine humility. 

There is a Christmas letter of many centuries ago from a friar 
to a countess which contains the lines: 

“The gloom of the w orld is but a shadow . Behind it, yet within 
our reach, is joy . There is radiance and glory in the darkness, 
could be but see; and to see, we have only to look. Countess 
I beseech you to look.” 

May this Christmas joy touch and take hold of all of us. 


Shopping ethically 
for Christmas 


OUR festival of Christmas is the 
most important date in every 
retailer’s year. This is the season 
that turns months of marginal 
trade into profitable business. 
Without the Christmas trade, 
very many retailers could not 
exist at all. Much of industry 
and commerce depends on this 
season of goodwill. 

Is there anything unethical 
about all this Christmas shop- 
ping? Should we rejoice that the 
celebration of the coming of 
Light is such a bonanza for the 
shops (and their suppliers), or 
do we take the view that this is 
unholy commercialisation of a 
profound event? 

We do need to try to balance 
in our own minds the apparent 
affluence and over consumption 
against the reality of a world 
where most people struggle for 
survival. Celebration is not a 
bad thing, but please in our own 
rejoicing let us try not to forget 
the lives of others. 


As well as shopping for our- 
selves and our friends, don’t ig- 
nore those who exist in injustice 
and exploitation; those who live 
in misery; those with no friends 


and no homes; those who suffer. 

Where we shop at this time 
can help make some difference. 
In particular, we can choose 
those alternative sources which 
stand alongside the oppressed 
and help bring the hope of a bet- 
ter world. If we are careful how 
and where we shop, the presents 
we buy for Christmas can in 
themselves contribute to the 
building of a more equitable and 
caring society. 

And what about what we buy? 
For instance, does it really make 
sense to buy toys based on the 
horrors of war and conflict, 
especially at this time when we 
are supposed to celebrate peace 
and love? 

How much we spend is 
another matter for concern. 
Please be careful not to spend 
more than you can really af- 
ford. Love and joy are the main 
ingredients for Christmas, and 
over-indulgence is not really 
necessary to achieve this! 

But don’t frown and turn 
Christmas into a misery. Relax, 
be at peace, take your time— 
and enjoy this wonderful season 
in the Church’s calendar. 

Roy Scott 



The adoration of the shepherds: a scene 
Door for performance times). 


into Chi 


EVERY year, as Christmas ap- 
proaches, Christians of all 
denominations are heard mutter- 
ing and grumbling. In house 
groups, over coffee after 
church, in sermons and in parish 
magazines, they complain to one 
another about the ‘commerciali- 
sation’ of Christmas. 

But instead of the niggles 
(after all, most of us collude in 
the end, by spending far more 
than we intended), it might be 
a better use of our energy to ask 
why? And what we can do about 
it? 

After all, the first Christmas 
presents were brought by the 
Magi at considerable expense, 
and were largely impractical! 
And we sometimes forget that 
Christmas, of all religious festi- 
vals, belongs to the un-believer 
as much as the believer. The 
story of Jesus, born in a stable, 
tells us that much. 

Those first Christmas presents 
were impractical and expensive, 
not because they were designed 
to show the wealth and individu- 
ality of the giver but because 
they were symbolic. Each of 
them represented something. 
The Gold symbolised the King- 
ship of the baby Jesus; the 
Frankinsense symbolised his 
Holiness; the Myrrh his suffer- 
ing. In themselves, they told a 
story. 

But, like all symbols, they 
lose their value if we try to value 
them merely for what they are. 
Which is perhaps why so much 
of the Christmas celebration 
seems hollow and empty to 
those who try to value the gifts, 
parties and food merely for what 
they are — without understand- 
ing that they are symbols of a 
greater gift, party or feast. 

It might help us to consider 
the symbolism that lies behind 
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From an African hospi 


IT sounds very conventional on 
the programme sheet, with a 
nativity play, midnight mass for 
the RC’s, Anglican Eucharist in 
Chinsesnga/Cicewa languages, 
Christmas dinner for the nurses, 
an open-air disco and a football 
match. 

But it’s interspersed with all 
kinds of variations — fork light- 
ning like a firework display 
hours long, a mentally-deranged 
patient finding the stopcock and 


turning off the water on the 
maternity block; and then at 
7pm on Christmas evening the 
electricity failed: 330 beds were 
plunged into darkness until the 
generator could be got going. 
No penicillin either. 

The serious side to all this is 
the high mortality rate. We were 
terribly worried all Christmas 
about a four-year-old called 
Faydesi, who was unconscious 
with cerebral malaria and acute 


anaemia. Meanwhile, we were 
waiting for twins to be born on 
maternity and a male nurse com- 
plained that he couldn’t work 
because he also had malaria. 

Nearly all the children are 
undernourished, often looking 
like the Oxfam advertisements, 
and some nights there are many 
deaths. But there are wonderful 
recoveries and as I write I can 
tell you that Faydesi has been 
discharged. 
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hristmas The burden 

of giving 


rest of our Christmas cele- 
ions. There are no rules to 
iw: no prescription for a 
Christmas celebration. It is 
latter of entering into the 
th’ of the Christmas story, 
llowing the events recorded 
le Gospels to affect all we 
and relating our activities 
ctly to the stories we re-tell. 
ecause that’s what the 
ents, the feasting, the 
(rations, the cards, the par- 
have as their purpose. To 
us re-tell the story of Jesus, 
i as a vulnerable baby in the 
e of the outcast, 
n their own, they lose their 
ning and become merely a 
id of junketing. And that is 
cisely what they have 
me to so many people who 
j forgotten their meaning, 
who question the whole pur- 
of Christmas festivities. 


scene from Aldermaston’s York Nativity Play (See Back 

Photo: Frank Blackwell 



you and I can help people 
e the connections between 
celebrations and the stories- 
symbolise, we will have 
^ a good deal to help put 
ist back into Christmas. 

Richard Thomas 
ichard Thomas is the 
cesan Communications 
cer. 

Dital 

ut as the price of all medical 
)lies has gone up dramatic- 
we worry about how we are 
ig to pay our way. What 
l we do if there is no money 
ay for oxygen or penicillin 
the much-needed new 
jrator? Please remember us 
our prayers. 

Sister Andrew 
ster Andrew is a night sister 
Francis’ Mission Hospital 
ambia. 


GIVING at Christmas at best 
provides an opportunity to ex- 
press our appreciation and love 
for people, and to remember 
God’s self-giving love in Jesus. 
At worst, Christmas giving can 
become a burden, on our purses 
and on our spirits. 

Christmas giving to charities 
can begin to feel burdensome 
too, as appeals arrive through 
our letterboxes, and envelopes 
appear in our pews. Neverthe- 
less, at a time when we especi- 
ally celebrate Emmanuel , 
‘God-with-us’, and read the 
stories of the child laid in a 
manger, of the flight into exile 
in Egypt, and of the violent 
Massacre of the Innocents, we 
cannot forget those for whom 
these are real experiences today. 

Appeals for the poor, the han- 
dicapped — all those in need, 
can give us an opportunity to 
deepen our understanding of the 
Incarnation. Christmas is about 
God’s decisive action in the 
world, for the salvation of all 
people, and for the coming of 
the Kingdom, which is particu- 
larly for the poor in spirit, etc 
(Matthew 5:2-12). 

This need not overburden us, 
for as we identify with the 
needy, as Jesus did, through our 
interest, prayers and actions, as 
well as our money, we will 
begin to learn more of God, and 
that is cause for rejoicing. We 
will begin to perceive and cele- 
brate God’s presence with us, as 
the Church of the poor overseas 
joyfully sees and celebrates 
God’s presence with them. 

“Along all the roads, on the 
pavement and the footpath, I can 
see you. Lord Jesus, the light of 
your truth” (Nicaraguan 
Peasants’ Mass). 

Helen Stanton 

Helen is Area Secretary for 
Christian Aid in Berks , Bucks 
and Oxon. 


Our Christmas in 
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the Holy Land 


THREE Christmases are 
observed in the Holy Land: the 
western one, the eastern Ortho- 
dox one of January 7, and the 
Armenian one of January 19. 
Although my Palestinian hus- 
band belongs to the Syrian Or- 
thodox Church, my Anglican 
traditions predominate and we 
celebrate December 25 with a 
tree, presents, decorations, 
turkey, plum pudding, mince 
pies and even crackers and fun- 
ny hats. 

On January 7 we have an 
Arab meal of sheeps’ heads and 
legs cooked by my in-laws to a 
melting tenderness with stuffed 
vine-leaves. Both Christmas 
meals are eaten as an extended 
family, since some of them live 
in our building; but perhaps I 
should say that in 30 years in the 
Arab world I have never been 
offered, or seen anyone else of- 
fered, the sheep’s eye! 

In recent years we have twice 
kept December 25 differently: 
after presents by the tree we 
have piled into cars and driven 
down to our house in Jericho. 
There, the climate is warm and 
balmy, the bougainvillea and 
flame trees are in bloom, and 
some oranges, lemons and 
grapefruit still hang on the trees. 
We sit on the veranda or under 
the vine and have a barbecue. 

The different dates are per- 
petuated in the Holy Land to 
prevent overcrowding in the 
Church of the Nativity in 
Bethlehem. Before the Israelis 
took over, the church was full 


by Delia Khano 

of Christian Arabs from many 
different Arab countries: now 
only those with close relatives in 
the West Bank or Jerusalem can 
come — and not always even 
then. 

As a result, the January 
ceremonies are sparsely attend- 
ed and the December Christmas 
is a mainly touristic festival. As 
Palestinian Christians we now 
tend to avoid Bethlehem at those 
times because the little town is 
besieged by Israeli troops. 

One visit, however, is always 
part of our celebrations: on the 
evening of December 24, dodg- 
ing the check-points, we go with 
an American evangelical group 
to the Catholic Shepherds’ 
Fields just east of Bethlehem. In 
a big cave there, its roof black- 
ened by shepherds’ fires in years 
past, the tour leader holds a sim- 
ple service that recalls the age- 
old story. 

The Bethlehemite who always 
guides this group was once a 
Bedouin shepherd, and as he 
leads his flock to the bus he calls 
them in the traditional way, 
“Grr! grr!” Looking up at a 
velvet sky pricked by brilliant 
stars, and at pine-trees that are 
moved by a gentle west wind, 
we feel it is good to be in the 
Holy Land at Christmas. 

Delia Khano runs a travel 
company, Guiding Star Tours, 
in Jerusalem; but she also has 
strong Diocesan connections. 


Celebrating His birth 
with a joyful gift 

“HE walked where I walked . . . God with us, so close to us.’’ 
These words came alive for me at our midnight Holy Communion 
in Emmanuel Church last Christmas Eve. I, like many of the fam- 
ily and they had obviously spent weeks pains-takingly preparing 
thought of celebrating the birth of Jesus with this new service, and 
knowing it was perhaps going to get a mixed reception. 

As the church filled we sang all the lovely traditional Christmas 
carols which we all love, but which have somehow become over 
used in the form of backing music to sell everything from toys to 
tobacco and alcohol. 

There were many visitors to Emmanuel and most of these were 
very surprised as Andrew, our vicar, introduced them to the form 
our service was to take. I had the very good fortune to share the 
service with a lovely pensioner from Staffordshire who started the 
service hesitantly but so enjoyed it that my perceptions and emo- 
tions were greatly enhanced through her. 

“The Gift’’ was led by the young people from our church fam- 
ily, and they had obviously spent weeks pain stakingly preparing 
these for us because they wanted to share with us the joy and the 
love of the birth of Jesus. 

Graham Kendrick’s service is wonderful, the language is simple 
and the emotion is that of joy and thanksgiving and we are all left 
in no doubt about God’s gift to us “for God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son’’. 

For me, singing of The Peace was the singularly most emotional 
experience of the whole service, I can in all honesty say that never 
had I before been so aware of the presence of the Spirit in my life, 
the warmth surrounding us was wonderful, “God with us so close 
to us, God with us, Emmanuel’’. I found my hand raising in praise, 
something that I had never felt comfortable with previously, but 
which I had no control over now. 

Heaven had well and truly invited us all to a party and we were 
all in joyful voice. My pensioner friend said after the service that 
she had had a wonderful time and that it was for her a joy to see 
so many young people enjoying this service and getting so much 
out of it. 

It was for me a very emotional experience, a joyful experience 
and a shared experience of thanksgiving to God for this most 
wonderful of gifts. 

Chris MacDonald 
Emmanuel Church , Chesham 

• Makeway for Christmas: The Gift by Graham Kendrick is available on 
cassette for £6.25. Handbook £4.99. All from Kingsway and available at 
most Christian bookshops. 


Ten Green Commandments 


1. Put your litter in a bin. 

2. Use paper on both sides. 

3. Save water. 

4. Save animals, especially the 
African elephant and the 
rhinos. 

5. Save the trees and the 
hedgerows for the animals. 


6. Save the rare flowers like 
cowslips and wild orchids. 

7. Save our whales. 

8. Save seals. 

9. Take care of the ozone layer 
— don’t smoke and don’t use 
leaded petrol. 

10. Keep rivers clean. 


Composed by the children ot 
Stonesfield School as their entry for 
the village’s One World Week com- 
petition. Other activities included a 
poster competition, drama, a special- 
ly composed One World song and 
a talk from John Madeley who 
writes our Global Window column. 


DUMONT ALTAR BREADS 

PRIESTS, PEOPLE AND CONCELEBRATION 
SIZES WHITE AND WHOLEMEAL 

and UK STOCKISTS of 

NEW SEALED EDGE WAFERS 
VINO SANTODENS, COMMUNION WINE 

Amber Wine, solely for Altar use. 

Price Lists and details on request from: 


(S^umonL 


F. A DUMONT LTD.. High Slreet. Lyminge 
Folkestone. Kent CTI8 8EL. Tel: (0303) 863193 


CALDICOTT 

(Boarding and Day Boys' 
Preparatory School, IAPS) 

For September 1990 

A limited number of academic awards, up to full fees, 
is being offered to boys of high academic potential, 
currently attending State Schools, and aged between 
10 and 1 1 on September 1st 1990. 

Examinations: 

MONDAY-TUESDAY 
MARCH 1 9th/20th 1990 

Full details and application forms from: 

The Headmaster 
CALDICOTT 

Farnham Royal, Bucks SL2 3SL 


CLIVE 
WAYLAND 
ASSOCIATES 

Chartered Surveyors 

nf 



55 High Street, Waddesdon 
Bucks HP1 8 0JB 
Telephone: (0296) 658440 

For friendly advice and professional sen/ice on: 

Structural surveys RICS House Buyers Reports Estimating 

Quantity Surveying Design Services 

Building Disputes 


Insurance Claims 
Planning Applications 


THE PENSIONS BOARD RETURNS TO 
ELLESBOROUGH 

After almost a year of work on a new extension and com- 
plete refurbishment of the original house, Ellesborough Manor 
will be home again to 20 of the Church of England Pensions 
Board's more elderly pensioners. 

The charitable work of The Pensions Board remains relatively 
unknown, yet since 1 948 thousands of its pensioners have 
enjoyed the peace and quiet and caring support they so tru- 
ly deserve at a time of life when it is most needed. 

For most people retirement is a time to look forward to — 
a time to devote to leisure activities, to be with the family, 
to be enjoyed. When the clergy retire they give up their job, 
their home and a substantial part of the security which they 
and their family enjoyed during their full-time work. How do 
the clergy cope with the uncertainties that retirement brings? 

When the time for retirement comes, pension rights and the 
Church's scheme for housing assistance help to relieve some 
of the anxieties about the future, but worries about long-term 
welfare can and do remain. There comes a time when retired 
clergy, their spouses and widow(er)s may feel the need for 
the Extra Care the Board is able to offer in its 10 residential 
and nursing homes. For the residents these homes have 
become more than just a place to live — each has become 
a true home in every sense of the word, coupled with the 
knowledge that the Board's caring and dedicated. staff are 
near at hand if needed. 

As with all charitable work, the Pensions Board's needs are 
greater than its means and with the number of its more elderly 
pensioners increasing it must likewise increase the number 
of places available by planning and building new homes. 

The Board's Appeal Office, based at 7 Little College Street, 
London SW1P 3SF. welcomes new supporters and would 
be very happy to hear from any readers who wish to know 
more about its work. 
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A QUESTION OF CARING 


TRACY NURSING 
HOME 

MEMBER REGISTERED 
NURSING HOME 
ASSOCIATION 

GENERAL MEDICAL & 

CONVALESCENT IN A HOMELY. 

CARING ATMOSPHERE 


Fully trained staff in attendance day 
and night. 

Central heating, g<K»d food, H/C and 
colour TV in all rooms. Single or dou- 
ble rooms. Day room. Lift. Pleasant 
gardens 

Registered by Oxfordshire Health Authority 
Personal attention of Matron S.D. 
Wilkinson SRN, SCM 

24/26 Broughton Road, Banbury, Oxon 

BANBURY 262530 


ACADEMY OF 
THERAPEUTIC SCIENCES 

REFLEXOLOGY, or zone therapy, was discovered by Dr 
William H. Fitzgerald, who graduated from the University of 
Vermont in Canada, and passed through several elevated 
posts at medical centres such as the Boston City Hospital, 
the Central London Nose and Throat Hospital and St Francis 
Hospital, Conneticut, which he headed. 

He also studied for two years in Vienna. 

Training can be undertaken individually, or in groups of four. 
If you would like to learn more about this holistic form of 
healing, call 0933-401521. You can also ring 01-278 4245. 
The course costs £190, payable in three parts in advance. 


BRITAIN’S 

BRIGHTEST 

CHRISTIAN 

DIARY 

now ready 
“MY POCKET 
COMPANION FOR 
1990” 

Now in its 75th year of 
publication, it is more than just a 
diary. It includes devotional pages 
and a text for every day 

Popular Edition 64 pages, full 
diary, interesting articles — strong 
cover, fully illustrated 

Single copy 84p, 10 copies £7.30. 
20 copies £13.35, 100 copies £56 

Popular Improved 64 pages as 
above with outer plastic cover 

Single copy 94p. 10 copies £8.30, 
20 copies £15.20 

De Luxe Wallet Edition 96 

pages, fine brown or black wallet 
cover, gold lettering 

Single copy £1.40. 5 copies 
£6.50. 10 copies £10.85 

All above prices include postage 

Order now from: 

Dept D, The Protestant Society 
(Inc), 184 Fleet Street, London 
EC4A 2HJ 


'Ar 


CONSISTENCY OF PURPOSE 
ACADEMY OF THERAPEUTIC 
SCIENCES 

REFLEXOLOGY & YOGA 
SEMINARS (WEEKENDS) 
by A.L. AUSTIN 

N.D., D.Sc., D.Psy. (Lie.) 



‘ ‘ Group or Individual 
The Course cost £190 
payable in three parts 
in advance 

Weekend Seminar Course of 21 
lessons, three hour tuition per 
individual attendance. Practical, Oral 
and Theory. 

Diploma awarded at the end of the 
course, by practical and oral ability to 
determine, distinguish, analyse and 
diagnose between Physiological, 

Psychological and Pathological 
illnesses. 

London practice open Monday to Thursday (10.30am-7pm) 

Tel: 01 -278 4245 (24hr answering service) 


Friday, Saturday, Sunday: 10.30 am - 7.30 
For enquiries telephone WELLINGBOROUGH (0933) 401521 


Letters: 

Dip. T.Sc., 
F.A.T.S. 

Age, colour, 
nationality, no 
barrier to success 


31 Windermere Drive, Wellingborough, 
Northants NN8 3XQ England 
Telephone: (0933) 401521 (24 hour answering service) 
NB: All enquiries by appointment only 



COME AND SEE 
WHERE YOU COULD 
SPEND NEXT 
CHRISTMAS 



GUARDIAN ARE OPENING THE DOORS AT 
GUARDIAN COURT MIDDLETON RD, BANBURY 
ON SATURDAY 16 th & SUNDAY 17 th DECEMBER 
11 -4PM EACH DAY. 

WHY NOT COME ALONG AND SEE THE FACILITIES WE 
HAVE ON OFFER AT OUR LUXURY RETIREMENT 
APARTMENTS. PRICES FROM £59,500. 







For further information contact: Janet Blay, Guardian Housing Association, 
\nchor House, 269a Banbury Road, Oxford. OX2 7HU.Tel: (0865)311711. 




) You’ll enjoy 
a warm & 
VVonderfu! 
welcome! 
COXHILL MANOR 

RESIDENTIAL & NURSING HOME 
Chobham, Surrey, GU24 8AU 
(0276) 858926 



Mr A. L. AUSTIN 

N.D.D.Sc D.Psy (Lie) 
Homoeopath, Osteopath, 
Acupuncture, Psychologist 

Reflexology 

By appointment only 

Tel: (0933) 401521 
or (01) 2784245 (24 hrs) 

Holistic attention 

Rheumatics, stress related ill- 
nesses, fear, phobias, skin prob- 
lems, obesity, migraine, 
headaches, back and hip pains, 
anti-nicotine, inhibitions 

Patients visited, any distance 



ORTHO-KINETICS 

lifting chair 



PUSH BUTTON SITTING 
AND STANDING” 



At the touch of a button, the 
lifting chair gently and safely 
lifts you to a standing position. It can 
lower you to a sitting position again just 
as gently. A wonderful relief to all 
those for whom standing and sitting 
is a painful struggle. 

★ Copes with any weight 

★ Gives security and independence 

★ Choice of styles including power 
recliners 

★ A blessing for sufferers of arthritis, 
stroke, rheumatism, multiple 
sclerosis, Parkingsons disease etc. 

FREE LEAFLET 

Send the coupon or write, for our 
free leaflet. 


Please send me 

Your fully illustrated FREE leaflet on the lifting chair. 


Name 


Address . 


DEC/DOOR 


Ortho Kinetics (UK) Ltd, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton, WV13 3XA. 



THINK OF IT AS A SAVINGS PLAN 

There’s more to life policies than the protection they offer. 

In fact, a profit-sharing endowment policy like ours offers the 
prospect of excellent long-term growth in the value of your savings. 

Backed by the Ecdesiastical Life Fund, your policy is cushioned 
against very short term market movements, with carefully selected 
and managed investments. 

There’s a guaranteed payout when the policy matures, after 
a minimum of 10 years. Regular reversionary bonuses, although 
not guaranteed, help to build the value of your savings. And, once 
they’re added, they cannot be taken away. 

Ecdesiastical’s savings-type life policies have been amongst the 
leading performers over the years. So, if you want to save with 
security, get the full facts of life from Ecclesiastical now. 


to: hcclesiastical Insurance Croup, 

Abbcygate House, 164-167 Hast Road, Cambridge CB1 1DB. Telephone: Cambridge (0223) 460611 
Pleas* tell me more about the value of Life Assurance as a regular savings method. 


_Address_ 


Date of Birth- 


_Tel. No._ 


I understand that a representative may call. 


, ^Ecclesiastical 

INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 


Dept TD 1 2th/89 

Members of LAUTRO, IMRO, UTA 


inpo ® 


is - Life Assurance aod Unit Trust 


ma 
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The 


Christmas flying saucer 


Bert and his friends were not 
really interested in astronomy. 
They said they were, and there 
was an observatory at the bot- 
tom of Bert’s garden ... at least 
they called it an observatory, but 
it was really a garden shed with 
a hole in the roof through which 
they poked the telescope ... not 
that it was a very good tele- 
scope, but you could see planets 
like Mars a bit better than with 
the naked eye, and sometimes 
they tracked the space shuttles 
as they passed over Bert’s 
house. 

“It makes yer feel part of the 
twenty-first century,” Bert said 
grandly to his friend Joe one 
evening, when they had super- 
vised a shuttle’s progress across 
the sky — Bert looking through 
the telescope and relaying what 
he saw to Joe. 

Most people steered clear of 
Joe, because he worked for the 
local undertakers’. The other 
member of the gang was Henry, 
a tall morose man who worked 
for one of those private refuse- 
disposal firms which have 
sprung up in recent years. His 
favourite observation was 
“where there’s brass there’s 
muck” — because he disposed 
refuse in one of the smarter parts 
of Royal Berkshire. 

Bert, Joe and Henry occupied 
the observatory pretty well 
every evening. They enjoyed 
frosty winter nights the best, 
when the place was snug with 
the heat of Bert’s smelly paraf- 
fin stove, and they could work 
their way through the latest of 
Henry’s very strong homemade 
lager, indulging also in their 
own version of homespun 
philosophy and occasionally tak- 
ing a peep at the stars. It was 
great, particularly as Christmas 
approached. 

Bert’s wife, without him 
under her feet, would be sitting 


A short story by Richard Hughes 


inside the house watching TV. 
Joe’s wife Edna was off at the 
bingo with that frumpy crowd 
she called ‘the girls’. And 
Henry, who had never got round 
to marrying again, was able to 
escape the dreary, grey, three- 
bedroomed house which he had 
bought as sitting tenant from the 
council. 

The great star went unobserv- 
ed by the trio, at first, on that 
flint-told December night. They 
had got there at around seven, 
and had worked their way 
through several pints, before 
Henry decided to look through 
the telescope. “Why are yer 
having a go now?” asked Bert 


roads, while the great disc in the 
sky whizzed along due west, 
sometimes obscured by tall trees 
or housing estates so that they 
had to guess where it was. Then 
they hit the M4. “That’s bet- 
ter,” said Joe ramming his foot 
down so that the Herald spurted 
down the vast acres of bare icy 
tarmac. A screaming siren came 
from behind, and the police car 
forced Joe onto the hard 
shoulder. “The lads at the sta- 
tion will find it difficult to credit 
it,” said the speed cop, “but 
you were doing eighty-three in 
this old crate. Got an explan- 
ation I could believe?” 

There was already crowded 


'At least we've got 
homes to go to' 


as Henry swung the eyepiece 
round in his direction. “Because 
it’s there,” said Henry, as if he 
was about to climb the Matter- 
horn. 

Then, when he looked, he 
said “Cor!”. The three shoved 
each other off the telescope in 
turn, determined to view the 
phenomenon. Then Bert had a 
good idea. He threw open the 
door of the shed, walked out into 
the freezing night and looked 
up. “It’s even better without the 
telescope,” he said, “and it’s 
moving along at a crackin’ pace. 
It’s got ter be a genuine, old- 
fashioned flying saucer or I’m 
a Dutchman.” 

It’s difficult to understand 
why they decided to follow the 
star . . . perhaps they thought 
they would find little green men. 
The star outpaced Joe’s old 
Herald without difficulty . . . 
they were obliged to stick to the 


( chaos at the nick when they ar- 
rived ... the onset of Christmas 
had brought out the worst in 
people. “Exceeding the speed 
limit, driving with an excess of 
alcohol in the blood, driving 
without due care and attention,” 
said the cop to the duty sergeant, 
“charge the driver ... the other 
two can go.” 

“Sorry,” said the sergeant, 
“they’ll have to wait. We’ve got 
two aggravated burglaries and a 
GBH to process first.” Bert, Joe 
and Henry were consigned to a 
bench at the back of the crowd- 
ed room. “Yer have to admit 
there’s a funny side to it,” said 
Bert. “I shan’t forget that cop’s 
face when we said we were try- 
ing to catch up with little green 
men in a flying saucer.” 

“That’s OK for you,” said 
Joe shaking his head gloomily, 
“but I’ve been a bloody fool, 
drink driving — it’s one of the 



worst crimes in the book. Our 
Edna will do her nut when I lose 
my licence.” Henry nodded. 
“They’ll fine you heavily as 
well,” he said appreciatively. 

Then Joe noticed a young 
woman sitting by herself with a 
baby in a carrycot, her paper- 
thin clothes quite unsuitable for 
December — it made him 
ashamed, she looked so vulner- 
able. “At least we’ve got homes 
to go to,” he said, “even if we 
don’t deserve them.” He got up 
and walked over to her. 
“What’s yer name?” “Mary,” 
she said. “The baby was only 
born a week ago. We’ve got 
nowhere to stay.” A bearded 
young man appeared, dressed in 


a thin Tee-shirt, his jeans ripped 
at the knees. He put his arm 
round Mary. “You the proud 
father?” asked Joe. He nodded. 
“Lovely baby,” said Joe. 

Bert, Henry and Joe stayed 
talking to the young couple un- 
til the duty sergeant called Joe 
to be charged. They shook 
hands. “Got ter go now,” said 
Bert, “but I hope they find you 
somewhere.” He fished in his 
pockets but found nothing. Then 
he took off his tiepin. “It’s 
gold,” he said, “must be worth 
a bob or two.” He placed it in 
the carrycot near the baby. 

Surprisingly, Henry brought 
a present out of his pocket all 
done up in Christmas paper. “I 


was going to give it to Bert,” he 
said, “but I’d rather the baby 
has it. ” Mary tore off the wrap- 
ping — it was a bottle of after- 
shave. “None of us shave,” she 
said slightly helplessly. “At 
least you can flog it,” said 
Henry, “I paid over a fiver for 
it.” Joe had to go back to the car 
for his present for the baby — 
a bottle of embalming fluid. 
“It’s worth a bomb at the 
funeral directors,” he said. 

Edna was still up when Joe ar- 
rived home in the early hours. 
She peered over the bannisters, 
her hair curlers outlined against 
the ceiling. “And how were our 
three little wise men tonight?” 
she asked. 


Down in Kingham there's a little firm which does nothing else but 
copy and restore old photographs . . . 

Sepiatone studio portraits, faded snaps from the old box Brownie, photographs in any 
condition can be copied, improved and reproduced to full archival standards of 
performance. 

Phone us for a price list, or better still call in — we’ll be glad to see vou! 

PHOTOCARE 

THE LANGSTON PRIORY WORKSHOPS 
STATION ROAD, KINGHAM, OXOIS, 0X7 6UP 
Telephone (06087) 8184 



Nursing Home 

Long/short stay accommodtion and Day Care facilities are 
available , with superb food and special diets prepared by our 
excellent chef 




for further details please contact: 


Mrs Abbis, SRN, QIDN 
Halings Lane , Denham , Bucks UB9 5DQ 

Denham (0895) 834470 


THE BEST — INDOORS OR OUT 



Insist on Vessa for Britain’s finest range of 
powerchairs, micro-cars and scooters. For 
details or a free home demonstration, 


@(0784) 451258/9 
C. F. HEWERDINE LTD. 

Devels Lane, Thorpe Lea, Egham, Surrey TW20 8HF 


SICK PAY 
PROBLEMS? 

If you are sick — 
who pays the bills 

Protect your families income, 
join our sickness benefit 
scheme from only £1 .62 per 
week (age 40), provides 
£100 weekly when sick. 

For details write to: 

ANCIENT ORDER OF 
FORESTERS 

FREEPOST 51 HILL 
AVENUE 
AMERSHAM 
BUCKS HP6 5BR 
or Tel: (0494) 433604 

Member of LAUTRO 


THE NATIONAL 
RETREAT CENTRE 

24 South Audley Street 
London W1Y 5DL 

An ecumenical journal 
about retreats, including 
the listings of 1 60 retreat 
houses in the UK, 1990 
available now, £1.30 inc 
p&p. Cheques payable to 
APR. 

01-493 3524 


PRATTS OF 
DORCHESTER 

Established 1945 

Engine Centre, Short & Full 
Engines, Gearboxes. Large stock of 
manual gearboxes. Differentials — 
large stock. Cylinder Heads — large 
stock. 

★ FITTING SERVICE 
ir MoT TESTING STATION 
Quality and Reliability at 
Reasonable prices 
. COURTESY CAR FREE ON MAJOR 
REPAIRS 

Tel: OXFORD 340463 



A view of the exterior at Holtwood Rest Home 


A small luxury Country Residence for the retired. We are situated 4 x h 
miles West of Newbury, quietly nestling in 27 acres of beautiful English 
countryside in an area of outstanding natural beauty. 

Our home, is rather unique the small purpose built complex for the 
elderly has been converted from traditional 19th century granary buildings 
all of which have retained their character. 

Holtwood Rest home is owned and personally supervised by Michael 
and Mary Brown R.G.N. N.D.N, Cert, who have lived in the Newbury 
area for many years. 

Small is beautiful. Holtwood has been designed to create a home from 
home environment for our guests whether visiting us on a short term 
basis, or making a permanent home with us. Our main aim is to care 
for our guests in every possible way while at the same time the individuals 
privacy is always respected. Fully qualified nursing staff are on hand 
24 hours a day. 

Home from home each of the six rooms are individually designed to 
a high standard and each with its own bathroom en suite. All rooms 
have a nurse call system, colour television with remote control and 
telephone. An additional feature is a bathroom incorporating a Heat- 
sons Spa Physio Bath. We have set out to achieve a high standard of 
cuisine at Holtwood. Dietary needs are well catered for. 



Just one of our beautiful interiors 

It is difficult to put CARE into words, but we feel sure that once you 
have visited Holtwood and received its warm welcome you will want to 
stay. For further information or to arrange a visit please call Michael 
or Mary Brown on Highclere (0635) 254844. 

HOLTWOOD REST HOME, HAMSTEAD MARSHALL 
Nr NEWBURY, BERKSHIRF- RG IS oJH 


Holtwood Rest 
Home 

THIS luxury country 
residence for the retired 
is situated four-and-a- 
half miles from 
Newbury within easy 
reach of junction 1 3 of 
the M4. 

Set in an oustanding 
area of natural beauty, 
Holtwood has been 
converted from tradi- 
tional 19th century 
granary buildings. 


Mary has been nurs- 
ing in the Berkshire area 
for the past 1 5 years, 
working as a nursing 
sister and as a practice 
nurse with special in- 
terest in preventive 
medicine and care of 
the elderly. 


Holtwood's main aim 
is to care for its guests 
in what ever possible 
wav, providing a home- 
from-home atmos- 
phere, while at the 
same time respecting 
the individual's privacy. 


Residents are en- 
couraged to be as ac- 
tive as possible 
whether it be as in- 
dividuals or in village 
life. 


Both Michael and 
May believe that it is 
difficult to put CARE in- 
to words and would like 
to take this opportunity 
to invite you to visit 
Holtwood and see for 
yourself the home and 
all its amenities. 


To arrange a visit 
please call Hiahnlp*^ 
0030 Z 04 B 44 . 
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BE A GOOD SPORT! 

★ PLAY THE ISLIP GAME * 

— and help Islip Church Restoration Appeal 
Fun for all the family — an ideal present 
Price £3.20 inc p&p, from: 

The Rector, Islip Rectory, Islip, Oxford 0X5 2TG 


ORGANIST/CHOIRMASTER 

required for St Mary the Virgin, Broughton with North 
Newington 

Rite B with hymns (AMR & MP) also monthly Family 
Service. Enthusiastic choir, weekly practice. 

Contact the Rector, Banbury (0295) 253923 


S 0491 7 
225 


S 0734 
665918 


t 


THAMES VALLEY ANIMAL WELFARE 

and 


CENTRAL MISSING RET REGISTER 
PLEASE HELP US TO HELP YOU 

Inform us if you have lost a pet or found a stray 
Home always needed for dogs and cats donations welcome. 


NURSES PLEASE HELP 

Can you spare even a few hours per week to help 
someone in need locally? 

Hours to suit. Good rates of pay. 

Telephone and car useful. 

British Nursing Association 

Telephone: OXFORD (0865) 245201 
READING (0734) 586492 
HIGH WYCOMBE (0494) 35025 
SWINDON (0793) 542204 

wem 

The British Nursing Association 



E. N. MORGAN Ltd 


THE CORNER HOUSE 
COACH LANE, REDRUTH 
CORNWALL TR15 2TR 


TELEPHONE 

( 0209 ) 215965 







Traditional and Rustic 
style light fittings 
manufactured in oak 
and other prime 
hardwoods by 
Cornish Craftsmen to j 
a superior finish. 

★ ★ ★ 



WALL BRACKETS — PENDANTS 
CANDELABRA and LANTERNS 

Why not order an unusual present 
for Christmas 


DID HIS HAIR GROW BACK? 


2 ^^ 




NO! NEW STRAND-by-STRAND* 

There is no procedure in the world that can make 
your hair grow back naturally once it has been lost. 

But with Advanced Hair Studio's revolutionary 
STRAND-by-STRAND* procedure your hair can be 
replaced gradually and painlessly without the need for 
surgery. 

This technique is undoubtedly the most up-to-date 
procedure available. 

For Freddie Garrity, (shown above), lead singer of 
Freddie and the Dreamers, the STRAND-by-STRAND* 
procedure means that he can now relaunch his career 
with a full head of hair — and total confidence. 

THE UNDETECTABLE STRAND-by-STRAND* 
REPLACEMENT PROCEDURE 

Advanced Hair Studio is now associated with over 
seventy five outlets world-wide. Proof of the success of 
STRAND-by-STRAND* hair replacement. 


Don't delay. 

Discover more about the unique hair 
replacement procedures offered by Advanced 
Hair Studio by mailing this coupon now. 


.flDMNCED 
1 Hair Studio 

STRAND-bK-STRAND* 



fHnme) * Trade Mark of Advanced Hair Studio PL 

76A LONDON STREhi, reading 
PHONE0734 595187 



Verging on a record 


E VERY church has its un- 
sung heroes and heroines 
whom we often take for 
granted. There are those who 
clean the church, or arrange the 
flowers, or make the coffee 
week after week — and there are 
of course the vergers. 

At St Peter’s Church, Hook 
Norton in 1924, Frank Wyton 
was asked to fill in as verger 
“just until Christmas’’. Now ag- 
ed 84, and 65 Christmases later, 
he is still filling in, has outlasted 
nine rectors and a string of chur- 
chwardens and may well be the 
longest-serving verger in the 
country. His wife shares his love 
for their church, and since 1934 
has been in charge of the flowers 
and the church linen. They 
vividly remember wartime 
Christmases when the vicar con- 
ducted early morning services 
by torchlight and two night- 
lights. 

The Church of England Guild 
of Vergers has almost 500 
members in parish churches and 
cathedrals in the United King- 
dom and worldwide. Their 
training programmes include 
everything from laying out 
vestments to dealing with 
funerals, and they have their 
own magazine called, of course. 
The Verger. A branch of the 
Guild has just started in the 
Diocese, and membership is 
open to part-time and full-time 
vergers, male or female, and 
you can get more information 
from the branch chairman, Peter 
Hudson, 3 Castle Place, High 
Wycombe, Bucks HP 13 6RX. 



Their game effort 

December 5 is the feast of St Nicholas, celebrated by Dutch 
children. So it was fitting that it was at St Nicholas’ Church, 
Islip, that the Bishop of Oxford and Rector, Dr Richard 
Sturch, met recently to play the Isis Game (see October 
DOOR). The game has been devised by professional game- 
designers for the church to boost its restoration appeal. You 
can order it by post (£3.20) from Islip Rectory, 3 The Rise, 
Islip, Oxon OX5 2TG. Photo: Courtesy Oxford and County 
Newspapers. 



Frank Wyton outside St 
Peter’s Church, Hook 
Norton. 

BB Badge 

Members of the Boys Brigade 
are in some ways unsung heroes 
too. Less well-known than the 
Scout movement, their service 
is an integral part of the life of 
many churches, particularly ur- 
ban ones. It is 60 years since the 
1st Oxford Company at St Mat- 
thew’s Church Oxford was 


founded by the then Vicar, 
Canon Keith Stather. The 
celebrations have included a reu- 
nion, a walk around Mont Blanc 
and the presentation of the 
Queen’s Badge, the BB’s highest 
award, to 18-year-old James 
Ray for a year of “continuous 
effort’’. 

About Harry 

Harry Kite of Chipping Norton 
is also known for his continuous 
effort, as well as for his nature 
notes column in a local paper. 
Now 80 years old, he has been 
a member of St Mary’s Church 
for 50 years and churchwarden 
there, too. His knowledge of the 
countryside is based on his ear- 
ly life as a gamekeeper, and he 
has just written a book about his 
experiences called Harry Talk- 
ing. All proceeds will go to St 
Mary’s Church, and Cancer 
Research, and copies are avail- 
able for £5.25 from the Harry 
Kite Charity Book Fund, c/o 
Maggie Pettifer, Lyneham 
Road, Milton under Wychwood, 
Oxon. 

All change 

As the year draws to a close,) 
there seem to have been more 
changes than usual in the 
Diocese. Canon Francis 


Roberts delivered his last ser- 
mon at St John the Baptist 
Church, Little Missenden, on 
Guy Fawkes Day and retired 
after 39 years as vicar there. He 
was known not only as a much 
loved parish priest and as 
Chaplain to the Bucks Army 
Cadet Force, but also for leading 
21 pilgrimages to the Holy 
Land. The Chaplain of the 
Royal Berkshire Hospital, 
Reading, The Revd Leslie 
Davies, is retiring at the end of 
December on medical grounds 
after 15 years of service. 
Diocesan Church House is los- 
ing its longest-serving secretary, 
Mrs Valerie Bale after over 20 
years in the Stewardship office 
and Eric Deung, Chairman of 
the Buildings Committee of the 
Diocesan Board of Finance who 
has resigned to devote more 
time to his other voluntary work 
— and whose sense of humour 
and ability to steer the Commit- 
tee smoothly through sometimes 
rather rough waters has been 
greatly appreciated. There are 
arrivals, too. The Revd Don 
Brewin, Team Rector of Holy 
Trinity, Walton, Aylesbury, has 
been appointed Rural Dean of 
Aylesbury as from January 1 
and John Morrison, Vicar of St 
Mary’s Aylesbury will become 
Buckingham’s Archdeacon on 
January 13 at 6pm at Christ 
Church Cathedral. No tickets or 


invitations needed. All are 
welcome. 

Jubilee 

It is 25 years since the first issue 
of that other monthly news- 
paper, the Caver sham Bridge, 
begun by Canon John Grim- 
wade when he was Vicar of 
Caversham in Reading. Writing 
in the 300th silver jubilee edi- 
tion, he says that the twofold 
aims of the paper are to link the 
church and the community and 
bridge the differences between 
the denominations. He con- 
cludes: “We are now in the 
curious position that many 
Christians are in communion 
with each other as Christians, 
while their Churches as such are 
not ... I hope the Christians of 
Caversham will in the next few 
years give a lead in matters of 
unity.” Where The Bridge 
leads, who knows. The DOOR 
may follow! 

Oil painting 

The Church of All Saints, 
Mars worth, have recently ac- 
quired an unusual painting of the 
Virgin Mary. It was painted and 
presented to the Church by the 
Polish/British artist and illus- 
trator Jan Pienkowski, well- 
known to lovers of the Meg and 
Mog books for children, and 
shows Mary as a young preg- 
nant girl reading a book. It is ex- 
ecuted in oil on a piece of 
driftwood found on the banks of 
the Thames, and has an iconlike 
quality. The blue and silver 
border was completed by twen- 
ty members of All Saints, in- 
cluding the vicar. In all, the 
picture took four months to paint 
and was finished just one week 
before the model gave birth to 
a healthy baby son. 

Togetherness 

We end on a note of reconcil- 
iation. When St Andrew’s High 
Wycombe decided to raise more 
than £2,000 to pay for a second- 
ary education for 50 children in 
a particularly poor part of Paki- 
stan, they asked the folk at the 
nearby Roman Catholic Church 
of St Wulfstan for assistance and 
they said they would be 
delighted to contribute. So, not 
only has the money been raised 
twice as quickly, but it seems 
that whatever happens between 
Rome and Canterbury, all is 
well ecumenically-speaking in 
our Diocese this Christmas. 


THE ABBEY SCHOOL 
TEWKESBURY, GLOS 

A VOICE TRIAL 

for boys aged 8-9 ’/z will be held 
on Saturday, 17th February 

The choristers sing Choral Evensong on weekdays 
during term, but have no weekend duties and are 
not required to sing over Christmas. They are, 
therefore, either day boys or weekly boarders. 
For further particulars apply to the Headmaster 




GEOFFREY CHURCH & CO 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

For a personal, and dignified service contact: 

Mr J. CURRAN or Mr G. CHURCH 

Churchgate 46 Bishopwood Road 

The Broadway, Thatcham Tadley 

Tel: (0635) 68444 (24 hours) Tel: 0734 814420 (24 hours) 

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 




'LEAVING ON A JET PLANE' 

Gatwkk Grove 
Guest House 

Telephone: (0293) 515795 

Available to Gatwick travellers. Bed and breakfast, free car 
parking and transportation to airport. Private facilities at 
reasonable rates. 

Poles Lane, Lowfield Heath 
Crawley, West Sussex RH11 0PY 

Airport parking available for non residents 
at very competitive prices 


Country View 

Registered Rest Home 

A small country residence for the retired person. Short 
or long stay are welcomed. 

Residents are encouraged to be as independent as 
possible. 

Room with private facilities, tastefully decorated with 
comfort in mind. Caring family atmosphere. Highly 
trained staff on duty 24 hours per day. 

To arrange a visit 

Tel: Chesham (0494) 782263 
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4s Bible Sunday (2nd in Advent) approaches: 

Know your REB from your NEB 


THERE’s a central question 
when it comes to the English 
Bible. What is it for? William 
Tyndale, originator of the style 
used in the Authorized Version , 
knew exactly what he was doing 
— a good test of any English 
Bible is to read 1 Corinthians 1 . 

Picture it. There’s Paul, 
furious with the people of 
Corinth who have got it all 
wrong. His ammanuensis sits 
nearby, stylus in hand, wax 
tablet at the ready. The prose 
comes out in staccato bursts as 
Paul keeps changing his mind: 
“Thank God I didn’t baptize any 
of you,” ... thinks, flaps about, 
turns, walks the other way in an 
agony ... “except Crispus and 
Gaius. Oh yes, and I did baptize 
the house of Stephanas ...” 

Original language 

When Erasmus came to Ox- 
ford in 1499, he discovered to 
his astonishment John Colet lec- 
turing from a Greek manuscript 
of the New Testament. It led to 
Erasmus’ own translation of the 
New Testament from Greek in- 
to Latin, the first since Jerome 
a thousand years earlier. To the 
people of mediaeval Western 
Europe Jerome’s Vulgate, ‘the 
book of the people’, was the Bi- 
ble — although by that time it 
had really become the book of 
the Church. 

Thanks to the Renaissance 
scholars, we have at least learn- 
ed to go back to the original 
languages. But read it in Tyn- 
dale — there’s a new edition in 
the bookshops. Or just read it in 
the Authorized Version . That 
scene between St Paul and his 
ammanuensis, translated in a 
period in which Rhetoric was 
taught in the schools, has been 
transmuted into a great sonorous 
prose suitable for reading in 
church. 

Nor has the Tyndale style 
been unappreciated since. The 
‘Preface’ to the Revised Stan- 
dard Version , published in the 
United States in 1951, promises 
that this translation will ‘stay as 
close to the Tyndale/King 
James tradition as it can, in the 
light of our present knowledge 
of the Hebrew and Greek texts 
. . .*. Yet a great deal has hap- 
pened since the Tudor and Jaco- 
bean Bibles. 

Critical edition 

In 1701, John Mill published 
a critical edition, of the New 
Testament, indicating 30,000 
questionable readings — the 
beginning of a long tradition of 
textual criticism. In 1862, 
Tishchendorf published an edi- 


tion of the Codex Sinaiticus 
which he had found in St 
Catherine’s Monastery. 

It includes a complete copy of 
the New Testament in Greek 
dated about 350 A.D., far 
earlier than any manuscript 
available to Tyndale. And in 
1947 a bedouin, on a circuitious 
smuggling expedition between 
Amman and Jerusalem, hid in a 
cave to avoid British Customs 
officers — and discovered the 
E)ead Sea Scrolls which include 
early texts of the Old Testament. 

Such extensions of knowledge 
have also co-incided with radical 
changes in the English language 
and its use. Rhetoric has long 
fallen into disrepute — and with 
it an important conceptual 
change in the treatment of 
language. The rhetorician used 
language both as the means of 
communication and as the 
material of art. 

But the modem ideal is the use 
of a language which comes from 
mind and heart and goes to heart 
and mind with the least con- 
sciousness as possible to tongue 
and ear — it seems to me a quix- 
otic attempt to make words 
behave as though they don’t 
exist! 

New translations 

So, what has happened to the 
English Bible in this century? A 
plethora of new translations, 
most importantly the modern- 
English Moffat, J. B. Phillips, 
E. V. Rieu and the like, not 
working at all within the Tyn- 
dale tradition. They have led in 
turn to The New English Bible , 
officially produced by all the 
churches with the exception of 
the Roman Catholic Church. 
And now we have its successor 
newly-published, The Revised 
English Bible , truly ecumenical 
in that Roman Catholic scholars 
have also contributed to it — but 
oddly, and perhaps shamefully, 
without recourse to Jewish 
scholarship. 

The R.E.B. 

And what is the purpose of 
this R.E.B.? We are told in the 
‘Preface’ that the translators of 
The New English Bible , had not 
expected their translation to be 
‘frequently used for reading 
aloud in public worship, the im- 
plications of which had not been 
fully appreciated by the 
translators’. Like Moffat or 
Phillips, the N.E.B. was meant 
for the reader at home. The 
R.E.B. , on the other hand, is 
meant to rectify the infelicities 


of the N.E.B. when it comes to 
public reading. s 

And does it? I suspect not. We 
don’t live in an age which writes 
well for public reading. But 
then, when it comes to reading 
in church it’s much better to be 
selective. For Genesis or the 
Gospels or Hebrews, nothing 
can compete with the Tyndale 
tradition. On the other hand, 
when it comes to the Epistles, 
the N.E.B. and the R.E.B. are, 
I think, very good. 

Not happy 

But there also arises from the 
publication of this R.E.B. a fur- 
ther fascinating question. “God 
was the Author, Moses the 
messenger of these Holy 
Writts,” preached Lancelot An- 
dre wes at St Paul’s Cathedral in 
the 1590s. If he is right, biblical 
authorship and its translation is 
like any other work of faith — 
a fusion of the divine and the 
human. In that its origins are 
human, no translation can be 
perfect — nor is the original. 
So? Would it be possible not on- 


ly to translate what the biblical 
authors have written, but also to 
write what they would have 
written if they had only thought 
of it? 

It’s not a new idea. A 16th C 
French translation of St Mat- 
thew 2, 1 reads, for instance, 
‘behold there came three kings 
from the East to Jerusalem 
Bible translators, like the rest of 
us, can easily be carried along 
by their own preconceptions — 
the attempt to avoid sexism is a 
feature of the R.E.B. transla- 
tion. Psalm 32, “Happy is he 
whose offence is forgiven”, 
reads “Happy is anyone ...” 

I, for one, am not happy. To 
say the least, it’s a gratuitious 
censorship which denies the 
reader the right to read and to 
understand for himself. Nor 
should it be inflicted on one’s 
fellow woman. Ughhh! But it 
will be a best seller none the 
less. 

Richard Hughes 

Richard Hughes is vicar of St 
Mary’s, Whitchurch and a 
writer. 


Unique frontal 



The Church of St Cecilia at Adstock, near Buck- 
ingham, has a new altar frontal which must be quite 
unique. Designed and made by Doris Poole (photo) it 
bears the logo of the Church Urban Fund and was 
completed in time for Church Urban Fund Week in 
September. 

The Oxford Diocese has so far raised £1,250,000 
towards its CUF target of £1,500,000, and it is hoped 
that the balance will be raised over the Christmas 
period. 

Photo: courtesy of Bucks and Herts Newspapers 


Christmas books for children 


Telling it the way it is 


AT the time when the Christmas Story is being 
re-told, we realise how important it is for children 
to receive the Message in a way which will 
awaken in their minds a lasting enthusiasm for 
the true meaning of Christmas. Children’s 
Christmas Books are legion, and we must be 
discerning in our choice if we are to achieve this 
aim. 

For pre-School Children and the 5-7s, the 
“Ladybird” series has two excellent books. The 
First Christmas (Hardback £1 .40), is a delightful- 
ly simple version to appeal to all young listeners 
and early readers. The second is The Christmas 
Story (Hardback 99p), a sensitively-illustrated 
book with the Story given in a clear, direct way 
for reading aloud to younger children or for older 
ones to read themselves. The Carpenter's Shop 
— Story of Christmas from the Bible Society’s 
“Open House” series, is a book to be given to 
the very young, both for its printing on good, 
strong board, and its bright pictures with minimal 
text. 

Two very striking books simply tell the story 
from the Biblical text, but with accompanying il- 
lustrations which are evocative, beautiful, and 
relevant for our acceptance of the Message. The 
Christmas Story (Pavilion Books £6.99) il- 
luminated by Isabelle Brent (born at Caversham) 
pinpoints both the naivete and splendour of 
Byzantine and Gothic Art, and the freshness of 
beautifully-composed paintings relates to the 
magnificence of the Authorised Version. This is 
a book for the whole family, not just for the 
children, who will need help with the text, a book 
to be treasured for use every Christmas. 

Christmas (Puffin, £3.50), is lovingly 
illustrated by Jan Pienkowski. His art-work 


characteristically adds the aura of fantasy to the 
Message which, for some, may detract from the 
down-to-earth reality of the stable at Bethlehem. 
Both books use the King James version of the new 
Testament, which does not easily convey the 
meaning to children to whom words like 
“Betrothed” and “Grace” are not very familiar. 

For the older children, there are books which 
combine the telling of the story with various ac- 
tivities such as Making a Crib, Advent Calen- 
dars, Cards, and other visual aids which, in their 
way, bring home the truth. My ten year-old 
Rebecca recommends The New Christmas Ac- 
tivity Book another good publication from 
“Lion” (£1.99). A good “family buy” and well 
within the pocket-money range. The book begins 
sensibly with A vent, and takes us along to 
Christmas with puzzles, quizzes, and games to 
fill up those spare moments and provide lots of 
fun for all the family. There are ideas for gifts, 
decorations, and “Stained-Glass Windows” and, 
best of all, with the story of Christmas woven 
into the book. 

The Nativity Play , by Nick Butterworth and 
Mike Inkpen (Knight Books £2.50), is a celebra- 
tion of the Event and a tribute to all who per- 
form miracles with wire coathangers and stripey 
towels! The authors’ delightful illustrations and 
text will enchant both children and parents — a 
book for anyone who has ever prodced a Nativi- 
ty Play. With cardboard and string, the Junior 
Army in this book hold back cynicism and 
unbelief, declaring with disarming guilelessness, 
that the Saviour of the World is Born. 

Pam Jones 
Diocesan Children’s Officer 


Receiving 

God's 

message 

JESUS did it, and so must we 
- COMMUNICATE! There 
has been no greater com- 
municator of the message of the 
Kingdom. He talked of everyday 
things: fish and bread, income 
tax, loneliness and isolation, 
corrupt officials, forgiveness in 
a family, harvest, fear of death. 
The ordinary people came from 
miles around to hear Him, and 
He always directed them to con- 
sider the place of God in their 
lives. 

So often. His present-day 
followers wrap up the Gospel in 
meaningless ~ religious code. 
Michael Saward’s book Crack- 
ing the God-code first publish- 
ed in 1974, making a welcome 
Mowbray re-appearance, ad- 
dresses the problem. Written 
with young people in mind, it 
will also help the average Chris- 
tian, clerical and lay, to share 
the good news of God’s love. 

Essential for a nation that no 
longer understands words like 
Resurrection, Sacraments, 
Trinity, Kingdom of Heaven, 
Redemption, but is hungry to 
discover such realities. This 
book is warmly recommended, 
especially as we enter the pro- 
posed Decade of Evangelism. 
Andrew Warburton 


PINGRUM SPECIALIST TOURS 

Box A, 1 1 Market Square, Aylesbury 
Bucks, HP20 1TJ 

Telephone: 0296 394404 

PLEASE APPLY FOR DETAILS OF ANY TOUR: 

Feb 16-23: Carthage & Roman North Africa £360 

March 4-12: Archaeological & Botanical Tour of Sicily £410 
March 4-12: Norman Sicily £420 

March 17-27: Naturewatch to Tunisia & The Sahara Fringe £430 
Sun April 8-15: The Minoan Civilisation £388 

Wed April 8-15: The Natural History of Crete £388 

Fri Eve April 20-22: Naturewatch Lundy & Cheddar Gorge £69 
Thur April 26-30: Castle & Megaliths of Jersey £140 

Thur April 26-30: The Natural History of Jersey £140 

Mon April 30-May 4: The Natural History of Brittany £140 

April 30-May 3: Megaliths of Brittany (+Mont St Michel) £140 

April 26-May 4: Archaeological Tour of Jersey & Brittany £260 

April 26-May 4: Natural History of Jersey & Brittany £260 

Mon May 14-22: The Seven Churches of Asia £430 

May 14-22: Gallipoli Revisited £425 

May 14-29: Hittite & Neolithic Turkey £675 

May 14-22: Birds of Lake Manyas & Western Anatolia £425 

May 14-29: The Birds and Flowers of Turkey £675 

May 28- June ‘12: Ancient Civilisations of Eastern Turkey £695 

June 1-4: Cuthbert’s Northumbria £130 

June 1-4: Great Gardens of the North & The Flower Festival £135 
June 9-16: Naturewatch to the Pyrenees £392 

June 23-30: Flowers, Butterflies & Birds of the Alps £385 

July 7-14: Bird watch to Orkney Islands £370 

July 14-21: Archaeology of Orkney Islands £370 


INTER-COUNTRY NURSING SERVICES 
Slough 0753 662298 
Beaconsfield (0494) 677118 


Nurses of all grades for . . . 

• HOME CARE 

• HOSPITAL 

• INDUSTRY 

• NURSING HOME 

EXCELLENT EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

90 High St, Burnham, Bucks SL1 7JZ 
Telephone: (0628) 665271 

Licensed by Local Authorities and Department of Employment 


Count on us to care . . . dav and niaht 



CONFERENCE 

2nd to 4th February 1 990 

"THIS IS THE WAY" 

The Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick 

Keynote address by The Archbishop of York 

Speakers include Dr Mary Tanner, 

The Bishop of Shrewsbury and The Bishop of Bristol 

Chaplain: Canon Tom Christie 

Discussion groups: The way of . . . 

Peace, Justice and the Integrity of Creation 
Fellowship, Ministry, Spirituality, Prophecy 

The Conference is open to all 

Price £39 


OPEN , 
SYNOD 
.GROUP 


ij 


Details from: Canon Nicholas Coulton, St Paul's Vicarage, 
12 The Embankment, Bedford MK40 3PD. Tel: 0234 52314 


OXFORD (HEADINGTON) 

SINGLE PERSON FLAT 
£ 57,000 

The retirement accommodation of excellent 
quality for mainly professional and academic 
people. 

Brochure and details from: 

The Administrator, 

Emden House, Banton Lane, 
Headington, Oxford OX3 9JU 
Tel: Oxford (0865) 60217 


Westminster College OXFORD 


HAVE YOU... five years’ experience in 
ordained/recognised ministry? 

ARE YOU... interested in reflecting 
on the nature of your ministry? 

ARE YOU... prepared to undertake 
part-time sustained study at home? 

Send for details of our ecumenical 

MA/Diploma in Applied Theology 
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The Door, December 1989 


Christmas at the Bishop's House 


j S heila Russell | 

S This will be the first 
Christmas when Anthony 
has not been responsible 
for a number of country 
parishes. In Norfolk there were 
ten. and the family didn't see 
their father until late in the day. 

In Warwickshire, the village 
nativity play on Christmas Eve, 
organised by our family, was a 
prominent part of our 
Christmas. Every child in the 
village took part. On returning 
home we sang carols with our 
children playing their various in- 
struments. fortified by mulled 
w ine and mince pies. 

The older members of the 
family attend midnight Commu- 
nion. and last year the service 
was at a small church lit only by 
candles, in the middle of a field. 
Then it's time to play Father 
Christmas. With one of our 
children still fairly young, we 
are woken up early on 
Christmas morning. 

'The whole family attend the 
Christmas morning service. 
This year Anthony will be at 
Holy Trinity, Witney, and the 


How do the four Bishops spend their Christmas? 
To find out we asked their wives 





rest of the family will be going 
to our local church. 

We always have a simple 
lunch before we open our 
presents round the tree. Our 
main celebrations are in the 
evening, when we are joined by 
family and friends. 

Christmas dinner is followed 
by games, although this year our 
elder son, who is the chief — 
organiser, is away in New 
Zealand. 


11 UUl 


Ruth Bone 


4 John usually helps 
somewhere at midnight and 
Christmas morning, 
often where there is an inter- 
regnum. This year he’s at 
Reading Prison. We like to be 
with him if we can, and 
sometimes some go to our ser- 
vice and the rest to another. 

In a parish we invariably had 
someone else sharing our 
Christmas dinner, but in 
Aylesbury it was usually just 
family. This year we shall be 
without Stephen and Judith; be- 
ing a radio engineer he will be 
on call and Stockton-on-Tees is 
a long way . . . Sarah is a nurse 
and will be on duty on 
Christmas night so she and her 
family will come for dinner at 
1 o’clock. 

Elizabeth and Nicholas will 
stay briefly, and Patrick is still 
at home. At least they can now 



FREE BOOKLET 
ON MAKING TOUR 

WILL 


Maki ng Awill 


Why do only 1 in 4 people make a WILL? 
Why leave problems for your relatives? 

If you die without making a will, the 
Government may be the main beneficiary 
- the people you want to benefit may 
not inherit. 

This free booklet helps to take some 
of the mystery out of wills. It tells 
how best to get a will written; 
the pitfalls to avoid. 

SO WRITE FOR IT 
TODAY, IT’S FREE 



m 
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To: Helen Ambler, Legacy Officer, The Children’s Society, P.O. Box 3, Faversham ME13 8BR. 

Please send me your free ‘Making a Will’ booklet. 

Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss) - 

PLEASE PRINT 

Address ! 


Postcode. 


We will also send you the Society’s (free) quarterly magazine Gateway unless you tick this box.' 




23745 


MAKING LIVES WORTH LIVING 

A Voluntary Society of the Church of England and the Church in Wales. 



Janet Burrows 



be responsible for thanking the 
right person for the right gift, so 
present-opening isn’t the night- 
mare it was when they were 
small. 

In our early married days we 
didn’t put up decorations until 
after Evensong on Christmas 
Eve (not difficult in the two 
rooms we had as a curate), but 
later I rebelled — though I 
do try and leave it as near 
the day as I can. 


9 


S We are lucky that our five 
children still join us for 
Christmas, supplemented 
by a son-in-law and now a small 
grand-daughter. Simon doesn’t 
have the heavy commitments of 
a parish priest on Christmas Day 
but he helps out where there is 
an interregnum (Midnight 
Eucharist this year), and is 
celebrating in Aylesbury Prison 
on Christmas morning. Those of 
us who don’t go with him will 
be at the Parish Communion 
here in Great Missenden where 
we belong. 

In the past, the rest of the day 
has always been the same — 
Christmas lunch (three 
vegetarians make that more 
complicated nowadays), 
obligatory attendance at the 
Queen’s speech, ceremonial 

| Jo Harries [ 

S Our Christmas begins ear- 
ly, with Richard’s visit to 
the John Radcliffe Hospital 
on December 21 . We hope once 
more to have a family Christmas 
with Mark and Clare at home, 
Richard’s sister and husband and 
two boys and perhaps his 
brother and wife and two teen- 
age daughters staying. I hope 
that my sister’s family will also 
come over for a day during the 
holiday. It is wonderful to have 
the space to be together but not 
too much on top of each other. 

We worship at the Cathedral 
— the Carol Service and the 
morning Eucharist. Some of us 
go to a midnight service too. We 
have a traditional meal with 
vegetarian options, crackers and 
candles, nuts and sweets on the 
table and presents by the trees 



present-opening and gradual 
sinking into inertia in front of 
the television. This year we 
hope to throw tradition over- 
board, and help a friend who is 
organising Christmas dinner in 
the church hall for people on 
their own. 

An inseparable and precious 
part of our Christmas is our 
Boxing Day party here for 
brothers, sisters, cousins, aunts; 
we exchange presents and news, 
go for a walk, sing carols ac- 
companied by an eight piece or- 
chestra drawn from 
nephews and nieces and en- 
joy being together. 





We love to walk either 
along the river or on the Downs 
sometimes with a kite. 

One of my best moments is 
going up to bed on Christmas 
Eve, the lights of the tree 
reflected in the window and 
flickering candles round 
the crib — a sense of peace 
and joyful expectation. 




•Spiritual exploration- 


Philip Roderick, Principal of the Bucks Christian Training Scheme, 
is launching an educational project which combines extraordinary 
spiritual experiences with holidays in extraordinarily beautiful places 
such as the South of France (families and young people), the Holy 
Land and Pembrokeshire. The week or fortnight breaks will com- 
bine workshops and discussions with opportunities for stillness and 
reflection as well as for sightseeing. 

Closer to home, an intensive introductory course on spiritual ex- 
ploration and one-to-one guiding will start next September. Led by 
Shelagh Philips MBE, the course will be held fortnightly over 21 
Monday sessions at the Church of the Holy Spirit, Aylesbury. Par- 
ticipants will be helped to a deeper spiritual experience and awareness 
as a base for helping others. 

Details of all the above from the Revd Philip Roderick, 18 Sunters 
Wood, High Wycombe, Bucks HP12 4DZ. Tel: 0494 21605. 


HALL 

Tailors and Mercers 

Capes/Cassocks (made to measure, fitted on our premises). 
Stocks — Vestocks — Cottas 
Collars (Plastic or Linen) 

Shirts (Black, Grey or Blue) 

Academic Gowns, Hoods and Choir Robes 

Ready to wear Cassocks from £40. 

You can be assured of our personal attention to cut, fit, and quality. 

Please call or telephone us at: 

119 HIGH STREET , OXFORD 0X1 4BX 
TELEPHONE 242756 


LULLINGSTONE 
CHRISTIAN 
GUEST HOUSE 

A Holiday or Short Break in peaceful 
surroundings, family atmosphere, 
secluded garden. 

Large bedrooms with ch and tea making 
facilities, large guest lounge, ample 
private parking. 

10 miles Bournemouth. 

Christian fellowship optional. 

Open all year. 

Also available in winter Tor day 
retreats for up to 24 people. Bed and 
Breakfast £9. Optional snack lunch 
and evening meal. Reduced rates Cor 
children. 

Brochure from: 

Bill and Mandv Dewhurst, 
28 Rowlands Hill, 
Wimborne, 

Dorset BH21 1AW 
Tel: (0202) 883099 
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To advertise in this 
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David Holden on 
Oxford 
( 0865 ) 
880505 
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The DOOR opens on: 

A church 







Travellers on the Paddington-to- 
Birmingham line cannot fail to 
notice an isolated little church in 
a field by the tracks just beyond 
Kidlington. 

In 1971 an observant passen- 
ger noticed that the church porch 
was on fire, and notified the 
guard and on a dark and snowy 
Christmas Eve in 1874 an over- 
loaded train came off the rails 
within sight of the church and 
crashed into the icy river Cher- 
well; with 34 dead and a hun- 
dred injured the Hampton Gay 
disaster was the worst in the 
history of the Great Western 
Railway, and the first serious 
rail crash in Britain. 

Legend has it that despite 
freezing conditions, the injured 
from the crash were turned away 
from Hampton Gay Manor 
House and the nearby cottages. 
So when, in 1887, first the 
paper mill and then the nearby 
manor were burned down and 
the village dwindled almost to 
nothing through lack of employ- 
ment, it was said that it had been 
punishment for such lack of 
charity. 

Although the stories were 
probably untrue, and far from 
being uncharitable it seems that 
the villagers took the injured in- 
to their homes until another train 
arrived to take them to the 
Radcliffe Infirmary in Oxford, 
Hampton Gay did go into 
decline. Cottages vanished with- 
out trace and the prosperous 
18th century village with a 
population of over 80 became 
the tiny hamlet it is today, with 
a ruined manor, a farm and a 
population of just four families. 

The village’s depopulation has 
radically affected the life of St 
Giles’. There has been a church 
on the site since Saxon times, 
and in its heyday the small 
gallery as well as the box pews 
would have been filled to over- 
flowing with worshippers. It 
was once probably surrounded 
by cottages, all of which have 


vanished without trace — leav- 
ing it marooned in a field of 
cows approached by a muddy 
track, and used only for services 
in summer and before 
Christmas. 

Despite rebuilding in 1767 
and a complete overhaul in 
1929, the fabric of the church 
has been deteriorating over the 
last 20 years as a result of age, 
weather and vandalism. The 
porch fire started by vandals was 
followed by another inside the 
church just after a painting party 


of parishioners had completed 
its redecorations. 

But for a donation of £3,500 
from a lady in a nearby village 
the church might have had to 
close completely in 1986 after 
all its windows had been broken. 


in a 

If vital work to replace the roof 
at a cost of £17,500 is not now 
carried out, the future of Hamp- 
ton Gay Church looks bleak. 

Amazingly, that future seems 
to depend upon the enthusiasm 
of just four families: Tom and 
Anne Reeve and their three 
daughters at the farm; Alan and 
Debbie Fowler and their two 
children at Manor Cottage; Mr 
and Mrs Reeve senior next 
door to them; and Mrs Audrey 
Dunn down the lane. Between 
them they raised over £500 at 
the recent Oxfordshire Historic 
Churches Trust Sponsored Cy- 
cle Ride as an excellent way of 
saying thank you for the £4,000 
promised to St Giles from the 
Trust. 

Alan Fowler and Tom Reeve 
are the church wardens, the bell 
ringers and look after the 
churchyard. Alan is also the 


PCC treasurer while Anne 
Reeve is its secretary. Audrey 
Dunn, who has lived longest in 
the village and keeps the church 
clean, and Debby Fowler com- 
plete the PCC quorum. They 
meet officially twice a year, but 


field 

calling an ad hoc meeting is 
never a problem in such a close- 
knit community. 

Though Tom has some reser- 
vations about the cost of the roof 
repairs they are all united in 
throwing themselves heart and 
soul into paying back the money 
which they must borrow to com- 
plete the urgent repairs. 

Some might say they are mad 
to even attempt to save their 
Church. After all, there are 
other churches in other nearby 
villages. However, apart from 
Hampton Gay's ancient history, 
its listed buildings and schedul- 
ed fields of which the church is 
an integral part, the church is 
much mor6 than a rural museum 
piece. 

There have been a Fowler 
wedding and a Fowler christen- 
ing recently, and with three 


daughters in the family there are 
bound to be Reeves marriages in 
due course. The candlelight 
carol service in December at- 
tracts a congregation of a hun- 
dred people, and even at a 
normal Sunday service the aver- 



All but one of the PCC, and a quarter of the entire village: (left to right): Audrey 
Dunn, Anne Reeve, Alan Fowler and Tom Reeve. Photos: Christopher Love. 
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The Diocese's smallest parish 


age attendance is 30, many of 
them children. 

Regular worshippers come 
from other villages because they 
like the services in a church 
which has no lighting except 
candles, and where the Rector, 
the Revd David Wilcox some- 
times stops in the middle of a 
sermon to let a train go past. 

But the problem remains — a 
tiny parish with a church to sup- 
port. Why are they bothering? 
“There have been people com- 
ing to this church for hundreds 
of years. We can’t just let it 
go,’’ says Alan Fowler. “We 
would hate to see it derelict and 
feel that we haven’t done enough 
to save it. 

“We want to see our 
daughters married here,” say 
the Reeves. “We feel respon- 
sible for it. It’s an inspiration to 
have this little church and to 
know that people still feel en- 
thusiastic about it. Who knows? 
There might be a religious 
revival and our church would be 
needed. It would be dreadful to 
think it had gone because we 
were apathetic- about it,” says 
Audrey Dunn. 

And, of course, they are right. 
Hampton Gay has had its ups 
and downs before and may yet 
grow again into the larger 
village it used to be. But in any 
case, isn’t it rather wonderful 
this Christmas, as we go into the 
Decade of Evangelism to think 
that there is a church in a field 
just waiting for revival. 

Christine Zwart 


Church: About 1 140. in the reign of 
King Stephen. Sir Robert de Gait, 
Lord of the Manor of Hantone gave 
his Church of Hampton to the Abbey 
of Oseney in Oxford. In return, the 
monks gave Robert ten marks of 
silver. It remained the Abbey’s prop- 
erty until it was suppressed in 1540. 
The Church was rebuilt in 1767 and 
twice restored by Lords of the Manor 
— Charles Venables in 1859 and 
Colonel Stanley Barry in 1929. 

The cross on the eastern gable and 
the tower battlements are from the 
earlier medieval building. Ope of the 
three bells is very rare and among the 
oldest in Oxfordshire. In the gallery 
is a Gothic style barrel organ made 
in 1830 and in working order. The 
dedication is to St Giles who for a 
time lived a hermit's life and is the 
patron saint of lepers and beggars. 
Clergy : Hampton Gay is a parish in 
its own right w ithin the Benefice of 
Kirtlington with Bletchingdon. 
Weston-on-the-Green and Hampton 
Gay. The Revd David Wilcox, the 
Rector, conducts services at the four 
churches in the Benefice including 
Hampton Gay. 

Church Wardens: Alan Fowler and 
Tom Reeve. 

Organist: Fred Green. He has been 
playing at St Giles' for at least 30 
years. 

PCC Secretary: Mrs Anne Reeves. 
Sunday Service: Prayer Book Even- 
song at 3.15pm on the second Sun- 
day of each month May to October 
followed by Holy Communion every 
other month. Nine lessons and carols 
by candlelight at 3. 15pm on the sec- 
ond Sunday in December. The 
Church is also open at weekends 
when the weather is good but the key 
is in any case available from Manor 
Farm or Manor Cottage. 

Hymn Book: Hymns Ancient and 
Modern. 

Other Activities: This tiny parish is 
conducting an appeal to raise nearly 
£20,000 for a new roof and other 
essential repairs. They hope that the 
work can start soon and are planning 
two concerts a year to help pay off 
the debt. 


LOW START RE-MORTGAGES 


From D.M.B. FINANCIAL SERVICES 

Licensed Credit Broker 

WITH RECENT RISES IN 
MORTGAGE INTEREST RATES, 

MANY PEOPLE ARE FINDING IT 
INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT TO 
AFFORD THE MONTHLY 
REPAYMENTS 

Funds are now available with 
interest payments as low as: 




FOR ALL YOUR RE-MORTGAGE AND MORTGAGE NEEDS PHONE 

DOUGLAS BOWER CHELTENHAM (0242) 251165 

OR WRITE TO 
D.M.B. FINANCIAL SERVICES 
THE LIMES, BAYSHILL ROAD, CHELTEft 

Other services available 
★ First time buyers ★ 100% Mortgages * | 

★ Second Mortgage ★ Commerce 


Full illustrations available on rec 


God in the life of the 1 
Are you starry-eyed at 
Unpacking the crib 
Profile of the Diocese’* 


CUT YOUR 
PRINTING 
BILLS NOW 

Church Mags, 
Church Postcards, 
Draw tickets, printed 
stationery, volume 
photocopying, etc. 
Ring Bruce for details 
on: 

Buckingham 
0280 814566 

Also Free collection 
and delivery service 
available 



All your dancewear 
needs from Barre to 
Centre Stage . 

All dancewear 
requirements for 
children and adults. 

Skating and Gymnastic 
Leotards available. 

Christmas gifts for the 
baUerina in the family . 

7a East St Helen’s 
Street, Abingdon. 

Tel: (0235) 554060 


GET FIT . . . 

NOT FAT 

SAFE WEIGHT LOSS 
MONITORED BY 
EXPERIENCED DOCTORS 

FAST, SAFE WEIGHT 

LOSS 

It's simple and safe — one pill per day makes 
you feel less hungry and enables you to keep 
to a calorie controlled diet. A complete re- 
education of eating habits to aid permanent 
weight reduction. Monitored by experienced 
doctor. 

£13 weekly 

(including medication) 

Just call in at; 

BERKSHIRE DIET CENTRE 

18 CROSS STREET. READING, BERKS 

(Opposite Marks & Spencer) 


or Telephone: 
0734) 505227 

CLINIC TIMES: 

Monday/T uesday / 
Thursday/Friday 
1 1.30am to 8pm; 
Wednesday 4pm to 8pm 
Saturday 10am to 4pm 
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WHAT'S ON 


Who’s Who 
in the 
Diocese 

The BISHOP of OXFORD 

The Rt Revd Richard Harries 
Diocesan Church House, 

North Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 
ONB. Tel: Oxford (0865) 
244566. 

AREA BISHOPS AND 
ARCHDEACONS: 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE: The 
Rt Revd Simon Burrows, 
Bishop of Buckingham, 
Sheridans, Grimms Hill, 

Great Missenden, Bucks, 

HP16 9BD. Tel: 024 062173. 
Archdeacon elect: The Revd 
John Morrison, 60 Wendover 
Road, Aylesbury, Bucks 
HP21 9LW. Tel: 0296 
23269. 

OXFORDSHIRE: The Rt 
Revd Anthony Russell, 

Bishop of Dorchester, 

Holmby House, Sibford 
Ferris, Banbury, Oxon OX15 
5RG. Archdeacon: The Ven 
Frank Weston, Christ 
Church, Oxford, 0X1 1DP. 
Tel: 0865 276185. 

BERKSHIRE: The Rt Revd 
John Bone, Bishop of 
Reading, Greenbanks, Old 
Bath Road, Sonning, Reading 
RG1 OSY. Tel: 0734 692187. 
Archdeacon: The Ven David 
Griffiths, 21 Wilderness 
Road, Earley, Reading, RG6 
2RU. Tel: 0734 663459. 

DIOCESAN CHURCH 
HOUSE: 

North Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 
ONB. Tel: 0865 244566. Fax: 
0865 790470. 

The Cathedral 
Church of Christ 
Oxford 

Dean: The Very Revd 
Eric Heaton. MA 
Tel: Oxford 0865 276161 
Cathedral Services: 
Sundays 

8am Holy Communion 

9am College Communion (Term) 

I Oam Mattins and Sermon 
1 1 . 15am Sung Eucharist 
6pm Evensong (No sermon) 
Weekdays 
7.15am Mattins 
7.35am Holy Communion 
6pm Evensong (Thursday: 5.35pm 
Said Evensong and 6pm Sung 
Eucharist). 


DECEMBER 

Fri 1-Sun 3. THATCHAM, 
Newbury. Cold Ash Centre. 
“OASIS” weekend for 15-21 year 
olds. A chance to take some space 
for yourself and for God. There will 
be some silence, some worship, 
some work in small groups — and 
fun and celebration! Costs £22.50. 
Contact Annette Nixon, Oxford 
244566 or Reading 6691 16. 

Sat 2. NEWBURY, St John the 
Evangelist, 2. 15-4. 45pm. Work- 
shops on Worship — follow up to the 
Bishop’s Visitation. For those 
parishes who are interested in 
developing informal all-age worship 
(both Eucharistic and non- 
Eucharistic). Contact Leonora 
Wilson (0494) 31505. 

Sat 2. CHIPPING NORTON, The 
Parish Centre, 2. 15-4. 45pm. Work- 
shops on Worship follow up to the 
Bishop’s Visitation. For those 
parishes who are interested in 
developing informal all age worship 
(both Eucharistic and non- 
Eucharistic). Contact Barbara 
Doubtfire (0993) 812095. 

Sat 2. CHARLTON, Wantage, 
Holy Trinity Church Hall, 10am- 
12 noon. Workshops on Worship 
follow up to the Bishop's Visitation. 
For those parishes who are interested 
in developing informal all-age wor- 
ship (both Eucharistic and non- 
Eucharistic). Contact Barbara 
Doubtfire (0993) 812095. 

Sun 3. PIDDINGTON, Nr 
Bicester. Patronal Festival and 
Children's Service for St 
Nicholastide. 1 1 .15am. Address — 
Rosemary Tucker. All proceeds to 
Helen House Hospice. 

Thurs 7. OXFORD. Quiet Day for 
those in Ministry. 10am-5pm at The 
Cherwell Centre, Norham Gardens, 
led by Bishop Stephen Verney. £5 
inc lunch. Book via Canon Vincent 
Strudwick, Church House, Oxford 
244566 by 27th November. 

Thurs 7. OXFORD, St Benet's 
Hall. Ecumenical Society of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, celebration of 
the Immaculate Conception. 6.15pm 
Mass, Supper, AGM, 9pm Ecumen- 
ical Office of Mary, the Mother of 
Jesus. Contact Mrs Watson, Oxford 
54583. 

Fri 8. COOKHAM, Holy Trinity 
Church. Carol Concert “Sing 
Christmas” by the Heath Singers, 
8pm. Adults £3, Children £1.50, inc 
refreshments. Tickets at door or 
phone Bourne End 24225. Proceeds 
to Restoration Fund. 

Fri 8. MARLOW, All Saints. 
Preparing for Christmas. How to ice 
your cake the professional way, 
make decorations. Mince pies and 
fellowship too. 8pm in the Church 
Hall. Proceeds to the Restoration 
Fund. 

Sat 9. CHESHAM, Town Centre. 
Presentation of The Gift as an act of 
witness. Details from The Revd An- 
drew Warburton, Chesham 784372. 
Sat 9. WHITCHURCH, The Rec 
tory. A Silent Auction in aid of St 


Mary’s Appeal, 6. 30-8. 30pm. Ad- 
mission by catalogue priced £1.50. 
Sun 10. CAVERSHAM, St Peter’s. 
SCF and Caversham Churches invite 
you to an Ecumenical Carol Concert 
at 3pm. Adults £3, Children £2. 
Tickets from Caversham Bookshop 
and participating churches. Proceeds 
to SCF. 

Mon 11. BRACKNELL, Langley 
Hall, 8pm. Contemporary Christian 
Challenges lecture on The Role of 
Women in the Church — Bishop 
John V. Taylor. Details from Course 
Secretary, Reading 65340. 

Wed 13. IFFLEY. Movement for 
the Ordination of Women meeting. 
Following the vote at the General 
Synod MOW invites all interested to 
a meeting, pot-luck supper (bring 
some food to share), special even- 
ing Office. The Rectory, next to the 
Church at 8pm. 

Thurs 14-Sun 17. ALDER- 
MASTON, St Mary the Virgin, 
York Nativity Play. 33rd Year. Thur 
and Fri 8pm, Sat and Sun 7pm. Free 
tickets from P. W. Dolphin, Kennet, 
Church Road, Aldermaston, RG7 
4LR. SAE please. Retiring col- 
lection. 

Fri 15-Sat 16. CHIEVELEY, Near 
Newbury. St Mary's Church — 
Nativity Play in the style of the 
Medieval Mystery Cycles. Admis- 
sion Free. 

Sun 17. BEACONSFIELD, St 
Thomas’ Holtspur. Celebration of 
40 years’ church life. 6.30pm, pre- 
ceded by tea. Former members very 
welcome. Details from (0494) 
672750. 

Sun 17. COOKHAM, Holy Trin- 
ity Church. “Music for Christmas” 
6.30pm. 

Wed 20. WANTAGE, St Peter & 
Paul. Healing Service 8pm. Euch- 
arist with laying on of hands. 
Thur 21. HUGHENDEN, The 
Vicarage. Christmas Friendship 
Morning for the Bereaved. Depress- 
ed or Lonely. Hughenden Church 
welcomes any who are facing 
bereavement, depression, anxiety or 
loneliness to the Vicarage, Valley 
Road, Hughenden from 10.30 on- 
wards. An opportunity to share one's 
grief or depression with others fac- 
ing similar situations, and to talk 
about loved ones who have died in 
a caring, listening atmosphere. Cof- 
fee, mincepies and gifts will also be 
shared and Christmas hospitality of- 
fered and exchanged. A discussion’ 
ending with prayer finishes the mor- 
ning on a note of hope and Chris- 
tian joy. Contact Mrs Jane Eastgate, 
Naphill 3439. 

Mon 25. COOKHAM, Holy Trin- 
ity Church. A Christmas Day tradi- 
tion of Carols by Candlelight at 
6.30pm. 

Thur 28/Fri 29. CHALGROVE, 

St Mary’s Church. The Choir will 
perform “While Shepherds Watch- 
ed” by kind permission of the 
authors Roger Jones and David An- 
field. Also featuring dancing sheep 
and angels! Admission free; pro- 


ceeds from programmes and retir- 
ing collection to the Church Urban 
Fund. Details from Mrs Maureen 
Hobbs, Oxford 891047. 

JANUARY 

Wed 3-Sat 6. OXFORD, St 

Stephen's House. ACCM Voca- 
tional Conference for Young People. 
£25. Details from ACCM Vocations 
Advisers, Great Smith Street, Lon- 
don SW 1 P 3NZ . Tel : 0 1 -222 9011. 
Fri 5/Sat 6. RADLEY, Abingdon. 
Radley College Concert Hall 
7.30pm Radley Church Youth and 
Abingdon Baptist Youth perform the 
50’s Rock Musical “Grease”. 
Adults £2, Under 14’s £1. Contact 
Mel Turner 0235 25659. 

Thurs 18. OXFORD, Greyfriars 
Church, Iffley Rd, 8pm. “The 
Flight Into Egypt”, an ecumenical 
liturgy on the theme of 
Homelessness and Refugees. Led by 
Bishop Patrick Kalilombe, who is 
himself in exile from Africa. Chris- 
tians of all denominations welcome. 
Thur 25. OXFORD, St Michael at 
the Northgate. A Watch of Prayer 
for Christian Unity 2-5pm, The 
Ecumenical Society of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. 

Sun 28. WHITCHURCH, St 

Mary’s Rectory. Exhibition of Ar- 
chives, Church Plate and other in- 
teresting objects from 2pm to 6pm. 
Admission £1 in aid of church 
appeal. 

WANTED 

Coordinator for Weekly Drop-in 
Lunch Club for Under-5s and 
their families. Details and Applica- 
tion Form from The Revd Sue Irwin, 
29 Anderson Close, Kidlington, Tel: 
08675 71716 Closing date December 
9. 

Organist wanted for friendly and 
devout daughter church — Holy 
Trinity, Charlton, Wantage. 10am 
Sung Eucharist, Weddings and 
Funerals by arrangement. Sundays 
off — no problem. Contact Father 
Philip Martin on Wantage 3309. 
John Radcliffe Hospital, Oxford., 
Volunteers to push wheelchair pa- 
tients to chapel on Sunday mornings. 
Contct the Chaplain, Canon John 
Barton on 0865 248116. 

NOTICE 

Hymn Books. St Martin’s Church 
Fenny Stratford has some surplus 
copies of ‘English Hymnal’. If any 
parish would like them, please con- 
tact John Hickman on 0908 374475. 
No charge but a donation to a Chris- 
tian charity would be appreciated. 
Flute. Suitable beginners or inter- 
mediate. £170 (£20 of it to Crisis at 
Christmas) 0608 810256. 

Christmas Show for the family. 

“The Light Force” presented by the 
Scripture Union. Dec 8 Town Hall, 
High Wycombe 7.30pm, December 
21 the Elgiva Hall, Chesham 3pm 
and 7.30pm. £3 adults, £2.50 
children. High Wycombe: David 
Alderson 0494 20975. Chesham: 
David McEwan 0494 791861. 


Christmas opera 



Amahl, played by eleven year old Damian Pattin- 
son of New College School, Oxford and Francis Wright 
as a king, in a scene from Menotti’s Amahl and the 
Night Visitors presented by the Oxford Opera Group 
at Rhodes House, on Sunday, December 17 at 2.30pm 
and 7pm. Tickets £5 (children £3) from Blackwell's 
Bookshop and at the door. 

Photo: Frank Blackwell. 


The Cathedral 

Advent and Christmas Services. 

December 23, Nine Lessons and Carols, 7.30pm* 
Christmas Eve: 

8am Sung Holy Communion 
10am Mattins 

11.15am Sung Eucharist r 
3pm Nine Lessons and Carols* 

6pm Said Evensong 

Christmas Day: 

8am Sung Holy Communion 
10am Mattins. Celebrant and Preacher: The Dean 
11.15am Sung Eucharist. Celebrant and Preacher: The 
Bishop of Oxford 

New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day: Normal services. 
♦Ticket admission only. Apply to the Cathedral Secretary, 
Oxford 276155. 


one villagevj 

TheWorld Shop ^ 


WHERE TO SHOP FOR CARPETS AND RUGS, 
HOME AND LIVING ACCESSORIES, 
FROM COMMUNITY CO-OPS 
IN AFRICA • ASIA • SOUTH AMERICA 

One Village The World Shop 


On the A34 in Woodstock-Oxford 
In the Regent Arcade, Cheltenham 


The Gift of God 


MANY of our favourite 
customs have little to do with 
the birth at Bethlehem. There 
is no particular reason why we 
should instal a tree in the liv- 
ing room, except that the 
Prince Regent liked to have it 
so. 

Large meals and crates of 
drink scarcely evoke the un- 
comfortable birth in the out- 
house of an inn. Crowded 
shops and hectic commercial 
activity do little to remind us 
of the humble Palestinian 
origins of our Faith. 

But one custom, at least — 
the giving of gifts to each other 
— is a real reflection of God’s 
great gift to us. “God so lov- 
ed the world that he gave us 
his only begotten Son.” The 
gift has not been greatly ap- 
preciated. Herod tried to ex- 
terminate the child at birth. 
The child of Bethlehem, w hen 
he grew up, encountered op- 
position, persecution and a 
violent death at the hand of his 
enemies. His name was scorn- 
ed by the intelligentsia of the 
ancient world. 

The greater part of mankind 
continues to ignore him. 
Worst of all, the Church has 
often hideously misrepresent- 
ed Him. But he remains a gift 
of God to humanity, and we 1 


are still at liberty to accept 
Him. 

The most memorable 
Christmas I ever experienced 
was under wartime conditions 
in a particularly inhospitable 
transit camp in the RAF. 
There were no festivities — no 
Christmas cheer, no balloons 
or paper chains, no parties 
and certainly no Christmas 
tree. But it was precisely 
under these adverse condi- 
tions, that I first began to ap- 
preciate the gift of God at 
Bethlehem. 

I have spent the rest of my 
life learning the meaning of 
that verse: “He came to his 
own and his own received him 
not. But to all who received 
him and believed in his name 
he gave power to become 
children of God.” 

This harassed, confused and 
anxious world cannot any 
longer afford tt> ignore this gift 
of God. Thanks be to God for 
his inexpressible gift. It is 
basic to our existence, and 
answers to our deepest needs. 



The Willows Hotel 


HOTEL • RESTAURANT • CONFERENCE CENTRE 

WITH EASY ACCESS TO READING AND THE M4, 
THE WILLOWS PROVIDES ITS GUESTS WITH 
SUPERB ACCOMMODATION, AND AN IDEAL BASE 
FROM WHICH TO EXPLORE THE ATTRACTIONS 
OF ROYAL BERKSHIRE. 

ALL ROOMS ARE FULLY EN-SUITE WITH COLOUR 
TV, TROUSER PRESS, TEA/COFFEE MAKING 
FACILITIES AND DIRECT DIAL TELEPHONE 

The A la Carte Restaurant also offers daily Table d’hote 
menus and in the Hotel Bar you can enjoy a meal from 
the bar snack and steak menu 

For your information pack on: 

★ CONFERENCE FACILITIES UP TO 160 ★ 

★ REGULAR DINNER DANCE SPECIALS ★ 

★ BUSINESSMAN'S LUNCHEON CLUB ★ 

★ WEDDING RECEPTIONS ★ 

PLEASE CALL 


THE WILLOWS 
HOTEL 

BATH ROAD, 
PADWORTH 
Nr READING 
BERKSHIRE 
RG7 5HT 

Tel: 0734 713282 
Fax: 0734 712081 
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